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TO THE TEACHERS WHO USE THIS BOOK. 

The work in language in the earlier years is done in a 
somewhat broad and diversified field. It begins in the lowest 
primary grades with the little finger-plays and play-stories; 
it comprehends the stories told to the children, and their 
reproduction of these stories; it tactfully corrects the errors 
that are bred in out-of-school associations, and inculcates the 
habits of grammatical speech; it makes a beginning within 
simple lines of the written work that, later, grows into the 
more formal compositions; and it plants the seed — scarcely 
more than that — that shall ripen in the child's mind under 
later direction into a knowledge of the grammar of the Eng- 
lish language. 

The teacher's fitness for the work of making language a 
Land Beautiful and Charming must arise largely from her 
being endowed with the graces of tact, sympathy, and pa- 
tience — that patience that plants, waters, and then hopefully 
trusts and expects each seed to spring up, become a stalk, 
and bear the rich wheat-head. 

The* mission of the text-book is to be a hand-servant to 
the teacher; to furnish a series of lessons and exercises with 
a definite aim, a progression, a well-preserved balance between 
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the several divisions, and a final attainment — in short, to sup- 
ply good seed for the sowing. 

I have sought to write an elementary lesson book, of which 
each part shall be pure, bright, interesting, and inspiring, 
having as a foundation of whatever is to be taught, simple 
sentences and groups of sentences that in themselves teach 
something, and that appeal to the interests of children, arouse 
their powers of observation, and implant honor, courtesy, and 
love. Practice in talking upon worthy themes, abundant exer- 
cise in simple sentence building, when the sentence must con- 
tain some worthy thought, and daily written work of some 
kind upon the board or on the practice paper — these are the 
stepping-stones to correct and graceful speech. The using of 
each new lesson not only to teach new principles but also to 
review those that have been taught previously will strengthen 
the practice of such speech into its habitual use. Much that 
the book suggests will form themes for original lessons by 
the teacher, while the definitions and principles which are 
italicized — and which should be memorized finally — will form 
a sure foundation for the more purely technical grammar 
that the child will study in the higher grades. Each lesson 
in this book should be studied by the pupils with the teacher, and 
only after the child has thoroughly comprehended what it teaches 
should he be required to memorize any part of it. 

The selections for memory, which have been made with 
much care, are chosen in the belief that they should be melo- 
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dious and of high literary value, and should contain some 
message of cheer that will sing on in the heart as well as in 
the mind in all the coming days of life. 

Much use has been made of simple yet exact teachings 
about flowers and birds and the little animals, because I 
believe with the author of " The Making of Matthias " : " The 
skies and the flowers, the winds and the stars — they are of 
God and they carry God's message. That is life — to love all 
that God has made. Love every flower, and every tree, and 
the birds and beasts; hurt nothing, and respect everything, 
for love is God." 

Albert LeRoy Bartlett. 

Silver Hill, 

Haverhill, Massachusetts. 



TO THE CHILDREN". 

There is nothing that we use so constantly as language. 
As soon as we awaken in the morning we begin to talk to our 
mothers or fathers, or to our sisters and brothers. We talk 
with our companions on the way to sehool ; we talk while recit- 
ing our lessons in school ; we talk on the way home ; and at 
home we chatter and talk until sleeptime comes again. All day 
long thoughts keep arising in our minds, and we wish to let 
others know these thoughts. And how many things we talk 
about ! The pets at home, the flowers and sights along the 
way, the lessons at school — hundreds of things daily interest 
us, arouse our thoughts, and become subjects for talk with our 
friends. 

Do animals talk? Do they convey their thoughts to their 
companions? Does your dog ever ask you for something to 
eat? Does he ever tell you that he should be very happy, 
indeed, to walk with you ? Does he tell you that he is glad to 
see you when you get home from school ? Well, how does he 
tell you these things ? By signa, I think. If you and I, how 
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ever, had to let others know our thoughts by signs, we could 
not say the hundredth part of what we do now, and life would 
not be nearly so full of gladness and joy as it is. For it is one 
of the greatest pleasures of life to talk with our friends, to hear 
the dear voices of our fathers and mothers, to tell them the 
things that interest us, and to listen to their pleasant words 
of comfort and cheer when anything troubles us. 

Since God has given us this wonderful power of talking, we 
ought always to use it carefully and rightly. We ought to say 
things that are helpful and kind, and to use the power of speech 
to make ourselves better and wiser ; but we ought also to learn to 
speak in such ways as the best educated people have decided are 
most correct and beautiful. And this is the object of our 
studying language — to learn to speak and write the English 
language correctly and gracefully — and to gain this object is 
worth all the study and all the patience that we may have to 
give to it. 



The selections from works published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Little, 
Brown & Co., and D. Appleton & Co., are used by the kind permission of 
these firms and by special arrangement with them. 
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In the Garden of Speech — and every man shapes 
and tills bis own — the tall, fragrant lilies are the 
words of hope and cheer, and the heart-red roses are 
the words of love and sympathy, and the sweet, 
pumble flowers — violets and pansies and forget- 
me-nots — are the words of peace and comfort and 
remembrance. If there are weeds there — stinging 
nettles and harsh thistles and growths that are 
rank and poisonous — they are the words of anger 
and evil that crowd and crush and starve the 
flowers of beauty. Happy is that one who so 
shapes and tills bis own garden that no noxious 
weed may live, and only the flowers of fragrance 
and grace and glory may bloom therein to glad- 
den and sweeten the world. 
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LESSON I. 
The Sentence. 



1. Here are two fall flowers. 

Do you know their names ? 

Notice their beautiful colors. 

How much alike in form they are ! 

They are purple asters and fall dandelions. 

September is called the harvest month. 

What fruits ripen in September ? 
This beautiful month in which we begin school again, has 
given me some thoughts which I have made you know by 
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means of language. Three of these thoughts (1, 5, 6) tell you 
something; two (2, 7) are in the form of questions; one (3) 
bids you do something ; one (4) expresses wonder or surprise. 
Everything that I have said to you is a complete thought; 
that is, it tells you of just what I was thinking. 

Words do not form complete thoughts unless they tell 
you something, ask you something, bid you do something, or 
express strong feeling about something. 

Is each of the following groups of words a complete thought f 

a. The fall dandelion. e. Will you — ? 

b. is yellow. /. How wonderful — ! 

c. The fall dandelion is yellow, g. Do not — . 

d. Will you not bring me a bunch of purple asters ? 

If any of these are not complete thoughts, please add words to them to 
make them such. 

Language is used to convey thoughts from one person to 
another, either by speaking, by writing, or in print 

A sentence is the expression of a complete thought 

Make sentences about vacation; school; autumn; something that is 
green; something that is ripe; something .that flies ; swims; hops. 

A Thought. 

" Little by little all tasks are done ; 
So are the crowns of the faithful won — 
So is heaven in our hearts begun." 



A LESSON FOR CONVERSATION. 19 



LESSON II. 
Some Punctuation Marks. 

Learn : 
The Period (.). The Comma (,). 

The Interrogation Point (?). The Exclamation Point (!). 

By which of these marks were the sentences in Lesson L, 
that told you something, followed ? the one that bade you do 
something ? the ones that asked questions ? the one that ex- 
pressed strong feeling? 

Write a sentence that tells something about September. 

Write a question about grapes. 

Write a sentence that bids me do something with some golden-rod. 

Write a sentence that expresses admiration of the color of the sky. 

A Lesson for Conversation. 

This morning I found a delicate lace mat on the grass. It 
was made of the finest silken threads. Every thread was 
hung with diamonds. How they sparkled in the sunlight ! 
The little spinner of the mat was there, too. 

Do you know what the lace mat was ? Do you think it was 
fairy lace ? Do 3^011 think a beautiful fairy spun it ? Can you 
guess who the spinner was ? 

By and by the diamonds were stolen from the threads. 
Who hung the diamonds on the threads? Who stole them 
away ? How wonderful a spinner the is ! What spark- 
ling jewels the hangs on the grass ! 
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Sentences for Dictation. 



\ 



Note : Have on the board an enlarged picture of an apple 
blossom, showing its parts. Have, also a ripe apple. In order 
to get the children to express thoughts freely, talk with them 
about the change from the blossom to the ripe fruit. After 
the conversation the pupils should reproduce orally what has 
been told them, keeping the thoughts in proper sequence. 
Spell: 

apple blossom petals 

roay blossomed sepals 

Write from dictation: 

1. "When did the apple trees blossom ? 

2. The apple trees blossomed in May. 

3. "What became of the blossoms ? 

4. The pink petals fell off. 

5. The green cup became a rosy apple. 

6. Find the flower sepals on the ripe apple. 

7. How brown and dry they are ! 
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LESSON IV. 




The Statement, or Declarative Sentence. 

1. I saw an apple orchard. 

2. The red apples amid the green 
leaves looked beautiful. 

3. The farmer was picking the ap- 
ples and piling them in rosy heaps upon 
the ground. 

4. Afterwards he will assort the apples, and put the better 
and the poorer into separate barrels. 

5. Some of this fruit he will send across the ocean to 
England. 

Each of these sentences tells you something. It is a state- 
ment about something. 

With what kind of a letter does each of these sentences 
begin ? What punctuation point follows each statement ? 

A statement, or declarative sentence, is a sentence that 
states or tells something. 

A statement, or declarative sentence, begins with a capital 
letter and is followed by a period. 
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Make a statement about each of the following things : 

a. the sun d. the rain g. the dew 

o. peaches e. grapes h. pears 

c. birds /. bees i. children 

Write as many of these original statements as time may permit. 

What is a sentence f a declarative sentence f With what kind of a 
letter must a declarative sentence begin f What punctuation point must 
follow it f 

LESSON V. 
A Story for Conversation and Oral Reproduction. 

One beautiful May morning a little girl sat under a blossom- 
ing apple tree, sewing on some work that her mother had given 
her. "Oh, you sweet apple blossoms," she said aloud, "how 
happy you must be ! You do not have to work." 

There was a fluttering and a whispering for some time 
among the leaves and the blossoms. Then the sweetest and 
prettiest blossom bent down to the little girl. "Dear child," 
it said, " we are happy because we do work. We work to make 
the world sweet with perfume, and then our good friends, the 
bees, visit us often, and we must prepare honey and bee-bread 
for them. But, best of all, dear little girl, we have some 
precious nestlings in a little green nest. We must feed them 
and make the nest soft and thick to protect them. You cannot 
see them now, but sometime, when they are fully grown, you 
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may open the nest and find them. But then the nest will have 

grown rosy-cheeked and sweet, and — you may have it to eat ! 
Oh, indeed we work ! We are very happy to work." 






Subjects for conversation : Why the bees visit the flowers. 

Why the flowers are fragrant and bright. What bee-bread is, 

and where it is obtained. What the little nestlings and the little 

green nest are, and into what the nest grows. The pleasure of 

worh. 

What title shall we give to this story t 



LESSON VI. 
The Question, or Interrogative Sentence. 

1. Do you know why the aster is so called ? 

2. Of what color is the fall dandelion ? 

3. Can you name any other flowers of the same color ? 

4. How many petals has the apple blossom ? 

5. Has it the same number of sepals ? 

Each of these sentences asks you something. It is a ques* 
tion about something. 
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With what kind of a letter does each of these sentences 
begin ? What punctuation mark follows it ? 

A question, or interrogative sentence, is a sentence that 
asks a question. 

A question , or interrogative sentence, begins with a capital 
letter, and is followed by an interrogation point. 

Use the follotoing words in interrogative sentences : 

a. purple d. grow g. roadside 

b. flowers e. fragrant h. sing 

c. clouds /. shower i. city 

With what kind of a letter do you begin a declarative or an interroga- 
tive sentence ? What punctuation point follows a declarative sentence ? 
an interrogative sentence ? What statements do you find in this lesson ? 
what interrogative sentences other than those that are numbered ? What 
other name is there for an interrogative sentence ? for a statement ? 



LESSON VII. 
Sentences for Dictation* 

SpeU: 

aster flower dandelion named tooth 

1. The word aster means star. 

2. What part of the flower is like the rays of a star ? 

3. What does the word dandelion mean? 

4. It means the tooth of a lion. 
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5. Why is the plant so called ? 

6. Its leaf is like the tooth of a lion. 

Selection for memory or copying. 



Who paints with gold the roadside weeds, 

The waving golden-rod ? 
Who clothes with gladness all the meads 

Where purple asters nod ? 
Who tints the sky with softest blue ? 

Who scents September's air ? 
Who sends the night mists to bedew 

The grass with jewels rare ? 
Oh, every flower in beauty clad, 

Upspringing from the sod, 

And every blade, and every breeze, 

Whispers in answer, " God." 

—A. LeR B. 



Note : In all copying of selections exactness should be insisted 
upon ; exactness in spelling, in the use of capitals, in punctuation, and 
in arrangement. 

In poetry every line begins with a capital letter. 
Every name by which we speak of God or of Jesus Christ 
begins with a capital letter. 
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LESSON VIII. 
The Answers to Questions. 

1. Harry, do you know th 

flower ? 
Yes, Miss Fall, it is a n 
flower, 

2. Where have you found 

it, Harry ? 
I have found it in 
marshy places. 

3. Can you tell me, Mary, 

it is in bloom ? 
I think, Miss Fall, tha 

soms late in August, and early in September. 

What kinds of sentences have we above? In 
what kind of sentences do we answer questions? 
Would " Yea," or " No," be a sentence ? Why ? 
When the name of a person to whom you speak 
is used in a sentence, what punctuation mark is 
placed after it when other words follow it ? What punctuation 
mark follows the words that precede it ? 

In written sentences yes and no are always followed by a 
comma. 
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The name of the person to whom you speak is always 
separated from the rest of the sentence by a com/ma or commas. 

Study the use of commas in the model sentences. 

Copy the model sentences, using the name of your teacher in place 
of Miss Fall, and of some boy or girl in the class instead of Harry and 
Mary. 

LESSON IX. 
Sentences for Dictation. 

Review by questions the use of language, the sentence, the 
declarative sentence, the interrogative sentence, how to use yes and 
no and the name of the person addressed in answering questions, 
the use of the period, the interrogation point, the comma, and the 
capital letter at the beginning of a sentence. 

Spell : 

cardinal beautiful brooks people 

country across Frenchmen brilliant 

growing together robes color 

Write from dictation : 

1. The cardinal flower loves to grow on the banks of gentle 
brooks. 

2. Do you think that it likes to see its face in the water ? 

3. Perhaps so, Miss , it is so beautiful a flower. 

4. Shall I tell you a story, children, about this flower ? 

5. A long time ago, when people first came to this country 
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from across the great ocean, some Frenchmen found this 
brilliant flower growing beside the brooks. There were so 
many flowers, and they grew so close together, that they looked 
like a bright red robe. They named it the cardinal flower, 
because cardinals wore robes of this color. They sent some of 
the blossoms to their old home in France, to show the people 
there how beautiful the flowers in the New World were. 

The spelling words may be put in original oral sentences, either ques- 
tions, answers, or simple statements. 
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LESSON X. 

The Command, or Imperative 
Sentence. 

1. Take this daisy, Fred. 

2. Break it apart, down through 
its yellow heart. 

3. Notice the little tubes that make 
up this yellow heart. 

4. Take one of these tubes, and 
look at it carefully. 

5. Examine one of the white outer petals also. 
Each of these sentences bids or requests you to do 

something. Notice how these sentences differ from 
those that state something. Do they tell something, 
or tell you to do something? Do they ask questions? 




A-- 

C': 



J' 



How 
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do they differ from declarative sentences ? from interrogative 
sentences ? 

With what kind of a letter does each of these sentences 
begin ? What punctuation mark follows each ? 

A command, or imperative sentence, is one that bids 
or requests you to do something. 

A command, or imperative sentence, begins with a capital 
letter, a/nd is followed by a period. 

Use imperative sentences, giving them orally or writing them, to tell 
your classmates how to find a selection in the reader ; to direct them to 
some place in the neighborhood ; to tell them how to treat pets ; to tell 
them how to draw some figure on the board ; to tell them how to behave 
in school. 

LESSON XI. 

■ 

The Exclamatory Sentence. 

1. How swiftly the summer has passed ! 

2. What a change has come to the apple tree since last 
May! 

3. How we should miss the apple blossoms in the spring, 
and the apple-fruit in the fall ! 

4. What beautiful gifts each season brings us ! 

5. How happy and good we ought to be ! 

Sometimes our thoughts are not statements, or questions, or 
commands. They are thoughts of something that surprises us, 
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or delights us, or, perhaps, grieves us. These thoughts we 
express in sentences called exclamatory sentences. 

The preceding numbered sentences are exclamatory sen- 
tences. With what kind of a letter does each begin? What 
punctuation point follows it? 

An exclamatory sentence is one that expresses strong feel- 
ing, such as swrprise, delight, admiration, sorrow, contempt, and 
anger. 

An exclamatory sentence begins with a capital letter, and is 

followed by an exclamation point. 

Give orally or write exclamatory sentences about the color of some 
flower ; the fragrance of some flower ; the beauty of some animal ; some 
interesting story ; some kind deed ; the intelligence of the dog ; the 
swiftness of the horse. 

Give exclamatory sentences using the words : 

a. pretty c. bird's nest e, kindness 

i. sky d. maple tree /. elephant 

LESSON XII. 
Review. 

What is the use of language ? Why ought we to be careful 
to .use language correctly ? What is a sentence ? How many 
kinds of sentences are there ? Name them. What punctuation 
points may follow sentences ? After yes and no in sentences, 
what punctuation point is used? How is the name of the per- 
son to whom you speak separated from the rest of the sentence ? 
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What is a declarative sentence? What is an interrogative 
sentence? What is an imperative sentence? What is an ex- 
clamatory sentence? What kind of a sentence is used to 
answer questions? to ask questions? to request you to do some- 
thing ? to bid you do something ? to express strong feeling ? 

Study any selection in a reading-book, to notice that only the period, 
the interrogation point, and the exclamation point, mark the end of a 
complete thought. Notice that each sentence begins with a capital letter. 
Notice any illustration in the selection, of any fact that has been taught 
about the writing of sentences. 

Select some story from the reading-book, and read in order, each pupil 
one sentence, stating with what kind of a letter it begins, what punctua- 
tion point follows it, what kind of a sentence it is, and any other fact 
that has been taught, which may be found illustrated in the sentences of 
the story. 

Select from the previous lessons such sentences for dictation as may 
illustrate different principles that have been taught. 



LESSON XIII. 
Words : Words that Name. 



When we wish to convey our thoughts to someone else, we 
have many little helpers ready to do what we wish. These 
little helpers are called words. But they do not all help us in 
the same way. As we study language we shall learn that they 
serve us in eight different ways. So we group all words into 
eight different classes called parts of speech. 
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We always talk about something — flowers, birds, persons, 
things at home, things in the schoolroom, and many other 
things : and one very important class of words is name-words — 
words that name the things about which we talk. Word-names 
have a name, too, for we call them nmtns. 

A noun is a word that names. 

Write on the hoard : 

a. Five names of people. 

b. Five names of objects in the room. 
a Five names of things at home. 

d. Five names of things that you saw on the way to school. 

e. Five names of different kinds of animals. 

In the story in Lesson V., find words that name. 

What help us to convey our thoughts ? In how many ways do they 
help us ? Into how many classes do we group them ? What do we call 
these classes ? What do we call words that name ? What is a noun ? 



LESSON XIV. 
Individual Names, or Proper Names. 

If I wish some girl to come to my desk, how shall I make 
you know which girl I wish ? How do I distinguish you from 
one another when I wish you to recite ? When I speak of you ? 
Carl, Fred, Ernest, Harold (using the names of the boys in the 
class), — these are the names of what? Grace, Marion, Celia> 
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Rosamonde (using the names of girls in the class), — these are 
the names of what ? 

Here are the names of some children I know : 

Margaret, Mary, Harry, and Joe, 
Dorothy, Katherine — here my list ends. 

Please tell me the names of your own little friends. 

Individual names are the names of single persons or things. 
Above are the names of persons ; but states, cities, towns, streets, 
schools, rivers, hills, lakes, and many other objects, have indi- 
vidual names. 

An individual name is called a proper noun. It is always 
begun with a capital letter. 

Write your own individual name ; that of the city or town in which 
you live ; that of some river, lake, or ocean near it ; that of some street ; 
that of some hill. 

Write from dictation: 

a. My name is — . 0. I live on — street. 

5. I attend the — school. d. This school is on — street. 

e. Herbert, Edward, and Marion sail their boats on Merry pond. 

/. How wide the Hudson river seems ! 

g. The White Mountains have put on their snowy caps. 

Draw a line under the proper nouns. What is a proper noun f 
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LESSON XV. 
A Lesson from a Picture. 

Let us work a little while before we tell the story of this 
beautiful picture. We have been talking about names. Do 
you see any objects in the picture that can have individual 
names? What do you see that can talk? What do you see 
that may have a proper name, but that cannot talk ? What 
name will you give to the older boy? to the little girl who 
leans on his shoulder ? to the little girl whose back is turned 
to you ? to the youngest of the children ? At what are they 
looking ? What will you name the bird ? 

Write these names on the board. What kind of nouns are 
they ? with what kind of a letter must each begin ? 

Now name all the things that you can see in the room. 
Write these names on the board, beginning each with a small 
letter. 

Each of these names is what part of speech ? 

A noun that is not the name of an individual person or thing 
is a common noun. 

Which of the names on the board are common nouns ? 

In what are these children interested ? Is he a tame bird ? 
'a pet bird? What may we name our story? Write the name 
of the story on the board. 



THB PET B1KD. 
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Whose bird do you think that he is ? How do you think 
that they got him ? Where do they keep him ? Do you think 
that they are kind to him ? How do they make him so tame ? 
What is he doing now? How do you think that he repays 
them for their kindness ? Do you think that he sings to them 
each morning? 

Note : Let the children tell the story orally, each as his imagination 
leads him. Encourage them to tell the story at home to their parents. 
Encourage them to write each his story, but do not make it obligatory. 

After the story has been told by the children, call their attention to 
what they may have overlooked — the kind faces of the children, the 
quaint chairs, the little headdress of the older girl, the pretty window, 
the seat below it, and the knitting work that lies there. Lead them to 
see that they are not little American children, but that they live in some 
other land ; that they are fond of pets, and kind and loving, just as good 
American children are. 

Show them, too, that the light in the picture seems to enter from the 
window, just as it does in a real room. Call their attention to the lights 
on the faces and furniture, and to the shadows in the room. 

A Wish. 

Within your hearts may heaven its gifts 

Of love and beauty fling; 
And pure, sweet thoughts, like happy birds> 

Fly there, and nest, and sing. 
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A Poem for Memory. 

A Child's Thought of God. 

They say that God lives very high ! 
But if you look above the pines 
You cannot see our God. And why ? 

And if you dig down in the mines . 
You never see Him in the gold, 
Though from Him all that's glory shines. 

God is so good, He wears a fold 

Of heaven and earth across His face — 

Like secrets kept for love untold. 

But still I feel that His embrace 

Slides down by thrills, through all things made, 

Through sight and sound of every place : 

As if my tender mother laid 
On my shut lids her kisses' pressure, 
Half waking me at night ; and said, 
" Who kissed you through the dark, dear guesser ? " 

— Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 
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LESSON XVI. 
A Story for Observation and Conversation. 



Do you know that flowers belong to families? Do you 
know that tliey have brothers and sisters and cousins, and more 
distant relatives ? Of course their brothers and sisters look quite 
like them, but sometimes their cousins look quite different, and 
their more distant relatives look very unlike them. The daisy 
that we see growing so abundantly belongs to the largest 
flower family in the world. The yellow dandelion and the 
purple aster are its cousins, and the golden-rod, that does not 
look like it at all, is a relative. 

See this daisy with its beautiful yellow center, and its outer 
dress of white leaves. How many flowers have we here ? One ? 
Break the daisy open, right down through its yellow heart. 
What do you find ? You find that its yellow center is com- 
posed of a lot of little tubes, more in number than you wish to 
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count. Every one of these little tubes is a flower. Yes, and 
the white petals that stand about it are each a flower, too. So 
we see that we have a host of flowers all bound together in what 
we thought at first was one flower. 

Examine the dandelion and the purple aster, and you will 
find a lot of flowers clustering together in the same way. Per- 
haps you may find some other flowers that live in the same 
house in this way. Flowers whose blossoms are composed of 
many flowers thus clustered together belong to the Com-posi-toe 
family. 

Do you see why the family is so named ? I wonder if the 
clover-bloom belongs to this family? Do you know if the 
thistle is a relative ? 

LESSON XVII. 
The Days of the Week. 

What is the first day of the week ? What do people do on 

» 

that day ? Write the name of this day on the board, beginning 
it with a capital letter. What is the second day of the week ? 
Tell something about Monday. Write the name of this day on 
the board. (Thus with the other days of the week.) 

When does Monday begin? At what hour is it noon? 
What do you call that part of the day in which the sun rises ? 
The part of the day before noon ? The part of the day that 
comes after noon ? The time of day after sunset ? The time 
when people sleep ? 
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An abbreviation is a pa/rt of the word, or its first letter, used 
for the whole word. 

A period must be placed after an abbreviation. 

Learn the abbreviations of the names of the days and of the 
divisions of a day that are gwen below : 

Sunday Sun. Monday Mon. Tuesday . . Tues. 

Wednesday . . Wed. Thursday Thurs. Friday Fri. 

Saturday Sat. 

morning morn, noon M. evening eve. 

forenoon A.M. afternoon . . P.M. 

The names of the days of the week are proper names, and 
must always be begun with capital . letters. The abbreviations 
of ths words forenoon, noon, and afternoon, must be written with 
capitals, as above. 

The words night and midnight are not abbreviated. 



LESSON XVIII. 
Sentences for Dictation. 

Spell : 
bright evening sunset glows goes to-day 

The mark connecting to and day is a hyphen. It is used to 
connect two words that form a compound wordy as, to-day, 
to-morrow, golden-rod, morning-glory. 
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Read: 

Saturday, A.M. Friday, P.M. Thursday, M. 
Tuesday morn, Monday eve. 

Notice that a comma separates the name of the day from the 
abbreviations A.M., M., and P.M., but not from the abbreviations morn, 
and eve. 

Write from dictation: 

1. To-day is — , the — day of the week. 

2. May I come to see you on Wednesday ? 

3. How bright the evening star is ! 

4. From Sunday morn to Sunday morn be good and kind 
and true. 

5. The sunset glows as the sweet day goes. 

Is morn in the fourth sentence an abbreviation ? What reason for your 
answer? 



LESSON XIX. 
The Months. 

How many months are there in the year? What is the 
first month ? In what month does Christmas come ? Thanks- 
giving day ? Memorial day ? Which is the shortest month in 
the year ? What are the spring months ? the summer months ? 
the autumn months ? the winter months ? 
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Learn the names of the months in order, and the abbreviation 
of each : (It is not in best usage to abbreviate March, May, 
June, and July.) 

January . . Jan. February . . Feb. March 

April Apr. May June 

July August Aug. September . . Sept. 

October . . Oct. November . Nov. December Dec 

The names of the months are proper nouns. With what 
kind of a letter should each be begun ? What is an abbrevia- 
tion? What point follows every abbreviation? With what 
kind of a letter should the abbreviation of a month begin ? 

What are the names of the four seasons of the year ? 
The names of the seasons do not begin with capital letters. 

Sentences for dictation : 

a. I was born in the month of — , and the season of — . 

b. February is the shortest month of the year. 

c. A golden haze overhangs the hills in September. 

d. I think that — is the most pleasant month of the year. 

Copy: 

Thirty days hath September, 
April, June, and November ; 
All the rest have thirty-one, 
Excepting February alone, 
Which hath but twenty-eight, in fine, 
Till leap-year gives it twenty-nine. 



A POEM FOB MEMORY. 



A Poem for Memory. 

October's Bright Blue Weather, 



suns and skies and clouds of June, 
And flowers of June together, 

Ye cannot rival for one hour 
October's bright blue weather. 

When loud the bumble-bee makes haste, 
Belated, thriftless vagrant, 

And golden-rod is dying fast, 

And lanes with grapes are fragrant ; 

When gentians roll their fringes tight 
To save then* for the morning, 

And chestnuts fall from satin burrs 
Without a word of warning; 

Copyright, 1896, bj Roberta Brothera. 
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When on the ground red apples lie 

In piles like jewels shining, 
And redder still on old stone walls 

Are leaves of woodbine twining ; 

When all the lovely wayside things 
Their white-winged seeds are sowing, 

And in the fields, still fair and green, 
Late aftermaths are growing ; 

When springs run low, and on the brooks, 

In idle golden freighting, 
Bright leaves sink noiseless in the" hush 

Of woods, for winter waiting ; 

O suns and skies and flowers of June, 

Count all your boasts together, 

Love loveth best of all the year 

October's bright blue weather. 

—Helen Hunt Jackson. 

[Mrs. Helen Hunt Jackson, an American poet, born in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, October 18, 1831 ; died in San Fran- 
cisco, California, August 12, 1885.} 

Note : In all memory selections of which the name of the author is 
given, the name and the biographical note should be learned. 



HOW TO WRITE DATES. 45 



LESSON XX. 
How to Write Dates* 

1. On October 12, 1492, Columbus discovered America. 

2. George Washington was born February 22, 1732. 

3. Decoration Day is May 30. 

4. The first bluebird came on February 25. 

5. Boston, Massachusetts, June 24, 1899. 

We read the above dates, October twelfth, fourteen ninety- 
two; February twenty-second, seventeen thirty-two; May thir- 
tieth; February twenty fifth; June twenty-fourth, eighteen 
ninety-nine. 

In dates, write first the month, then in figwres the number of 
the day and of the year, a comma separating the number of the 
day from thai of the year. 

Write the following as dates : the first day of June, eighteen ninety- 
nine ; September thirteenth, eighteen eighty-three ; April twenty-seventh, 
eighteen nineteen ; your own birthday ; to-day. 

Write the name of your city or town, the state, and the date, like 
this model : 
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Write the name of your school, town, state, and the date, like this 
model : 

LESSON XXI. 
The Names of People, and How to Write Them. 

Miss Alcott wrote a delightful story about Beth, Joe, Meg, 
and Amy March. They were four sisters. What was the name 
of the family ? What were the names that were given to the 
children ? 

The name of the family is the surname ; the names given to 
different members of the family are called their given names. 

What was the surname of these children ? What were their 
given names? Miss Alcott's name was Louisa May Alcott. 
What was her family name? What were her given names? 
What was her middle name ? 

Alice Cary Mary Mapes Dodge 

Kate Douglas Wiggin John Ruskin 

Eugene Field Helen Hunt Jackson 

Which of these names are surnames? Which are given 
names? Which are middle names? What is your family 
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name? your given name? your middle name? With what 
kind of a letter does each name begin? 

Instead of writing the name in full, we often write only the 
first letter, or initial, of the given or middle name, thus : 

Louisa M. Alcott H. H. Jackson F. Bret Harte 

When an initial is written instead of the full Tiame, it must 
be a capital letter and followed by a period. 

Write your own name in full. 

Write your own name, using an initial for the middle name. 

Note : Children should be taught always to write the first name in 
full. 



LESSON XXII. 
Titles, and How to Write Them. 

Notice these tnvo ways of addressing a person : 

When we speak to a man whose family name is Alden, we 
address him as Mr. Alden. 

When we write to him, we address him Mr. John Alden. 

That is, we place a title of courtesy before. his family name 
when we speak to him, and before his full name, usually, when 
we write to him. 
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Leai«n the following common titles, and the abbreviation of 
each; 

Mister Mr. Mistress Mi-s. (pronounced Mis-sez) 

Doctor I>r. Superintendent . . Supt. 

Reverend . . Rev. Honorable Hon. 

What is your father's name ? Write it on the board as I 
ought to address him in speaking. Write it as I ought to 
address him in writing. Write your mother's name in the 
same ways. 

Write from dictation: 

Mr. William Bradford Dr. Joseph Warren 

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe Supt. William T. Harris 

Miss Louisa M. Alcott Hon. William H. Moody 

Master Walter West. Eev. Henry Parker 

Write your own name with the title Miss or Master before it ; the 
name of your teacher, of your doctor, and of your clergyman, each with 
the proper title. 

Note : Pupils should be taught to read Eev. as the Reverend, and 
Hon. as the Honorable. 



LESSON XXIII. 
Reviews. 

What is a common noun ? Name five common nouns. 
What is a proper noun ? Give as proper nouns : the name 
of some poet, the name of some city, the name of some street, 
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the name of some body of water, the name of some state, the 
name of some church, the name of some school. 

Write the name of the fourth day of the week, of the second 
month, of the first half of the day, and of the last half of the 
day, each with its abbreviation. 

Write the name of your school, city, state, and the date. 

Mention five surnames ; five given names of girls ; five given 
names of boys. 

Name as many common titles as you may remember, and 
write each with its proper abbreviation on the board. 



Write from dictation : 

1. Eev. Charles Kingsley died January 23, 1875. 

2. Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodge has written some pleasant stories. 

3. The teachers met Supt. Harris. 

4. How beautiful the Hudson river is ! 

5. My initials are . 

6. We should always place Dr. or Rev. before the written name of a 
man who is a doctor or a minister. 



LESSON XXIV. 
Number: Singular and Plural. 

On the desk is a book. Write the word booh on the board. 
I now put another book with it. We say that there are two — 
what? I place another book with these. We say now that 
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there are three — what ? What do we add to the word booh to 
make it mean more than one ? Add that letter to the word on 
the board. Write on the board the words pencil, desk, pen, 
crayon, board. Add to each of these words that which will 
make it mean more than one. 

The number of a word denotes iliat it means one or more 
than one. 

A word is of singular number when it names or refers 

to one object. 

A word is of plural number when it names or refers to 
more than one object 

Many nouns become plwral inform by adding s to the singu- 
lar. 

In the following sentences find each noun, and tell of what number it 
is. If it is singular give its plural form, and if it is plural give its singu- 
lar form : 

a. The bobolink is going away. 

i. His dress for traveling is a plain brown suit. 

c. His three names are bobolink, reed-bird, and rice-bird. 

d. His nest in June was in a meadow where the grass was high. 

e. Buttercups and daisies were in the same meadow. 
/. The bees hum over these flowers. 

g. What cheerful little workers they are ! 
h. Is not the country beautiful in June ? 

Write the plural form of nest, meadow, buttercup, field, robin. 

Write sentences using each of these words. 
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LESSON XXV. 
Subject and Predicate. 

1. The nuts 

will soon be ripe. 

2. The chestnut burrs 

have satin linings. 

3. Jack Frost 

opens the burrs of the nuts. 

4. The squirrels 

gather them and store them away. 

5. Nuts 

are their food through the long winter. 

Notice the breaks in these sentences. They are made to 
separate that about which something is told from that which 
is told about it. About what are we told something in the first 
sentence ? What are we told about them ? About what are 
we told something in the second sentence ? What are we 
told about them ? in the third sentence ? the fourth sentence ? 
the fifth sentence ? 




52 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 

Divide the following sentences into that about which something is told 
and that which is told about it. 

a. The witch-hazel shows its yellow flowers. 

b. The maple trees are already bright with color. 

c. The leaves ripen and drop from the branches. 

d. The dew upon the grass looks like drops of silver. 

e. The chestnuts escape from their satin burrs. 

Every sentence consists of two parts. 

The subject of a sentence is that about which something 
is stated. 

The predicate of a sentence is that which is stated about 
the subject. 

Draw a vertical line between the subject and the predicate of each 
sentence that you have written, thus : 

The robin \ sings a loiv, siveet song. 

Draw one line under the important word of the subject of each 
sentence, and two lines under the important word of each predicate, thus : 

TJie robin \ sings a low, sweet song. 

Note : Allow the class to consider the matter of subject and predicate 
until they comprehend the two parts of the sentence; that the noun is the 
important word of the subject; and that its number may affect the form 
of the important word in the predicate. For this drill select such sentences 
from the previous lessons as may be easily separated into subject and pred- 
icate, that contain a noun in the subject, and a verb that may be easily 
recognized as the principal word in the predicate. Allow the pupils to 
write these sentences, separating subject from predicate by vertical lines, 
and underlining the subject-noun and predicate-verb. In all language 
work use the blackboard freely , since the eye is the door to the mind- 
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LESSON XXVI. 
Subject and Predicate, continued. 

1. The daisy closes at night. 
The daisies close at night. 

2. The primrose opens at night. 
The primroses open at night. 

3. The night moth loves to visit the primrose. 
The night moths love to visit the primrose. 

What is the subject of the first sentence in 1 ? What noun 
is a part of that subject ? Is it of singular or plural number ? 
What noun is a part of the subject of the next sentence ? Of 
what number is it ? Is any word in the predicate changed in 
form because the noun in the subject becomes plural? Ex- 
amine the two sentences under 2 in the same way; the two 
sentences under 3. 

We shall learn that the subject and the predicate of a 
sentence have each an important word; that the important 
word of the subject is a noun (or a word that takes the place 
of a noun — about which we shall learn later), and that the 
important word of the predicate is a part of speech called the 
verb — about which we shall learn later. 
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Write sentences like those above, about : 

a. The maple tree c. The little brook 
The maple trees The little brooks 

b. The chestnut d. A beautiful picture 
Chestnuts Beautiful pictures 



The Apis Mellifica Family. 
(For Study of Singular and Plural Forms, and of Subject and Predicate. ) 

Under my south windows in February, a bed of golden 
crocuses bursts into bloom. The sun shines so warmly here 
that the crocuses wake up very early. When the day is 
very bright and warm, I hear a humming and a buzzing, and 
I say, "Are the flowers singing?" I look and see that the 
crocuses have a host of little visitors. The Honey Bee sisters 
have come to visit them. The Bee family lives a long, long 
distance away, on the other side of a high hill. The name of 
the family is Apis Mellifica. Isn't it an odd name ? It 
means Tioney-mahing bee. The family is very large. Some- 
times sixty thousand live in one house, or hive. The brothers 
all stay at home. They are called drones. The sisters all go 
out to get food for the family. The honey bee that you see 
is Miss Apis Mellifica. She has more than twelve thousand 
eyes to see you with. She carries a little dagger — a sting — to 
defend herself with, but the poor little insect dies if she 
uses it. 



A SELECTION FOR COPYING AND MEMORY. 

LESSON XXVII. 
A Selection for Copying: and Memory. 

Daisies. 
At evening when I go to bed 
I see the stars shine overhead ; 
They are the little daisies white 
That dot the meadows of the night. 

And often, while I'm dreaming 



FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 



LESSON XXVIII. 
*' Is " aiid *' Are." 



1. The fringed gentian is an autumn flower. 

2. Its blossoms are dark blue. 

3. Its home is usually in moist 

meadows. 

4. Its petals are fringed, 

5. It is a very beautiful flower. 

What is the subject of the first 
sentence? Is gentian of singular or 
plural number? What is the subject 
of the second sentence? Is blossoms of 
or plural number? Of what number i 
petals? lit 

Of the two forms, is and are, which 
used with subjects of singular number? \ 
jects of plural number? 



Use is or are to complete tk 

a. The gentians • in blossom now. 

b, Their color like that of the sky. 
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c. The fringed petals twisted about one another in 

the bud. 

d. If the day cloudy, the flowers closed. 

Write sentences using is or are with each of the following subjects. 



State why you 


use is, 


or are : 






bees 




birds 


The frost 


The grass 


house 




children 


picture 


color 


stories 




poem 

LESSON 


ladies 
XXIX. 


school 



"Was" and "Were." 

1. Yesterday was a holiday. 

2. The day was beautiful. 

3. No clouds were in the sky. 

4. The meadows were brown, and only one shy fringed 
gentian was in blossom. 

5. The squirrels were very busy in the woods. 

-Separate these sentences into subject and predicate. Which 
form, was or were, do we use with a singular subject ? with a 
plural subject ? 

Use was or were to complete the following sentences : 

We delighted to go on a walk into the country. Some 

golden-rod still in bloom, a few birds flying about, and 



58 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 

we greeted by the " Caw ! caw ! " of some crows in the 

meadow. A little brook singing on its journey to join the 

river, the weeds full of seeds which the wind will plant, 

or the birds will eat, and the gentle breeze, which blowing, 

m singing a lullaby to the plants to quiet them for their 

long winter sleep. 

Write sentences using was or were with the following subjects : 

A number of sheep A gentle cow The apples 

The boys The game The bobolink 

A circus The animals The day 

LESSON XXX. 
Review. 

Spell : 

bobolink reed-bird New Jersey clump 
brownish speckled rainy yesterday 

Write from dictation : 

1. The bobolink is called the reed-bird in New Jersey. 

2. Bobolinks are called rice-birds in the South. 

3. There was a bobolink's iiest in the meadow. 

4. The eggs in it were brownish, and speckled. 

Supply is, are, was, were, in the following sentences : 

The leaves brown. The wind — : — strong. It 

rainy yesterday. There only two pupils absent last week. 

There thirty-two present to-day. 



Give a declarative sentence, an interrogative sentence, an 
imperative sentence, and an exclamatory sentence, each about 
the fringed gentian. 

The subject of are must be of what number % the subject of 
is t the subject of was ? the subject of were ? 

"When you say, " There is ," do you speak of one subject 

or more than one ? Complete these sentences : There is . 

There are . There was . There were . 

Some words have been lost from (he following story. Please supply 
them so as to make it complete. 

The Stoey of . 

Last summer, after the roses and lilies , two yellow-birds 

built a in my tree. The outside of the nest the bark of some 

weed, but the a cushion of thistle-down. It such, a nest I 

It near my window. I could down into it. There sis 

eggs in it, each like a bit of the summer sky. The mother-bird 

not afraid of me. She would perch on a , and turn her head to me 

as if to say, " Haven't I a pretty ?" The old birds hatched the , 
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and fed and trained their little . The whole family stayed until the 

middle of September. One morning I found a tiny feather on my 

window-sill. The birds had gone to their winter home, but they had left 

the , perhaps as a good-bye card. We called them yellow-birdB, but 

their family name is . 



87bz» and STozd* (S^metican Q old finch. 
sdo day " Qooi-hye.*' 



A Poem for Copying and Memory. 

To the Fringed Gentian. 

Thou blossom bright with autumn dew, 
And colored with the heavens' own blue, 
Thou openest when the quiet light 
Succeeds the keen and frosty night. 

Thou comest not when blossoms lean 
O'er wandering brooks and springs unseen, 
Or columbines, in purple dressed, 
Nod o'er the ground-bird's hidden nest. 

Thou waitest late, and com'st alone, 
When woods are bare and birds are flown, 
And frosts and shortening days portend 
The aged year is near his end. 



IS, ARE; WAS. WERE; SAVE, AND HAS, WITS NOT. 

Then doth thy sweet and quiet eye 
Look through its fringes to the sky, 
Blue — blue — as if that aky let fall 
A flower from its cerulean wall, 

—William Cullbh Bryaht. 



[William Cullen Bryant, an American poet, born in Cum- 
mington, Massachusetts, November 3, 1794 ; died in New York, 
June 12, 1878.] 

LESSON XXXI. 
Is, Are ; Was, Were ; Have, and Has, with Not. 

1. The sun is not shining. 
The sun isn't shining. 

2. The birds are not sinking. 
The birds aren't Binging. 
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3. Yesterday we found a bobolink's nest, but there were 
not (weren't) any eggs in it. 

4. We called at a squirrel's hole in an oak tree, but Mr. 
Squirrel was not (wasn't) at home. 

Sometimes in writing, and often in speaking, we do not use 
the full form of not, but a contracted form — that is, a form in 
which a part of the word is left out. In writing we join this 
contracted form to the verb before it, and put an apostrophe (') 
in place of the omitted letter. Explain the contracted forms in 
the sentences given. 

For what word is nH an abbreviation? What is the full 
form of isnH y wasnH, arenH, werenH t Write the full forms. 

Contract Tia/oe not, has not, had not. Write the contracted 
forms on the board. 

We sometimes hear these forms : wanH, ainH, hainH. Ana- 
lyze each of them by separating the contracted word, not, from 
the form. When not is separated, does the part that is left 
mean anything ? Are these forms correct ? 

Use the following subjects with the contracted forms of is not, are 
not, was not, were not, have not, had not : 

yellow-bird golden-rod squirrel oak tree 

gentians apples songs clouds 

Arthur and Harry Grace, Mary, and Alice 



A STORY FOR WRITTEN REPRODUCTION. 
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A Story for Written Reproduction. 

Once upon a time a little wild daisy grew just outside a 
beautiful garden in which there were a great many flowers. 

The daisy grew in the midst of some delicate 
green grass, but the grass was carefully weeded 
out of the garden. The sun shone just as 
warmly upon the daisy as it did upon the 
bright peonies, and the showers kissed it just 
as gladly as they did the brilliant tulips, and 
the wind swayed it even more gently than it 
did the flowers in the garden. The daisy often 
looked up to the gay and haughty flowers over 
the fence, and thought how beautiful they 
were ; but they held their heads proudly, and 
never looked at the humble daisy. 

One day, when the daisy was just as fresh 
and charming as it could be, its little silver 
petals gleaming, its eye as bright as a little 
yellow sun, and some dew-drop diamonds 
sparkling on its stem, a lark soared far above 
it, and sang a most glorious song. "Ah," said 
the daisy, " what a beautiful song the lark is 
singing to the flowers in the garden ! I am* 
glad that I can hear it. Perhaps he will come 
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to visit them, and then I may be so happy as to see him." Just 
as the daisy said this, the lark sung, " Tweet ! tweet ! " and flew 
down towards the garden. But he did not alight in the midst 
of the peonies and tulips, but on the soft green grass near the 
daisy. " Oh, how beautiful this grass is ! " said the lark, " and 
see, here is the sweetest little flower in all the world, for its 
heart is of gold, its dress is of silver, and there are diamonds 
about its neck." Then the lark kissed the little flower, and 
flew up into the heavens, singing to it a song sweeter than he 
had ever before sung. 

—From "The Daisy," by Hans Christian Andersen. 



LESSON XXXII. 
Some Other Contractions* 

Remembering that not, when contracted, is written with an 
apostrophe in place of the omitted letter, and joined to the pre- 
ceding word, write the contractions of the following forms : 

do not does not did not 

would not could not should not 

Learn the following contractions: 

can not can't I will . . I'll you will . . . you'll 

he is he's there is — there's it is it's 

I have I've you have . .you've I am .I'm 

It was 'twas it will 'twill he will — he'll 
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Write from dictation the following : 

I'm I've m 

you're you've you'll 

he's 'tis 'twas 

there's there'll doesn't 

don't can't shouldn't 

After the above forms are written, write opposite each its 
uncontracted form. 

LESSON XXXIII. 
Sentences for Dictation. 

Spell : 

garden pretty brought peas 

stalks enough lives gone 

Write from dictation: 

1. The garden isn't pretty now. 

2. The flowers aren't in bloom. 

3. I've brought the tender plants into the house. 

4. I haven't saved enough seed of the sweet peas. 

5. When the frost comes there'll be only brown stalks and 
seed pods. 

6. There's a toad that lives in my garden. 

7. He's gone to his winter sleep now. 

Write- these sentences with contracted forms : 
Are not you tired? Were not those crows? Have you 
not seen the goldfinches? 
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LESSON XXXIV. 
A Story from a Picture. 

Note : The plot of a simple story is given, to be expanded by the 
pupils. They may more fully describe the houses of the Squirrels and 
Mrs. Goldfinch, the neighborhood and the occupations of the two fami- 
lies. They may for the time be Mr. and Mrs. Squirrel and Mrs. Goldfinch, 
and carry on the imaginary conversations. Such an exercise develops 
imagination, freedom in expression, and sympathy for the little lives that 
the children represent in their play-story. A written exercise that may be 
arranged to follow the conversation, may be a description of the home of 
the Squirrels, the home of Mrs. Goldfinch, Oak-Tree Lane, or Orchard 
Place. 

Mr. and Mrs. Squirrel live in Oak-Tree Lane. They have a 
very pretty house, well shaded in summer, and very warm in 
winter. There is a beautiful orchard of nut trees back of it. 
One afternoon as they are sitting on their piazza, eating a few 
nuts for luncheon, and chatting about their children who have 
all grown up and gone away to keep house for themselves, a 
little shadow flits across the sunshine, and Mrs. Goldfinch 
alights on a branch in front of them. Mrs. Goldfinch lives in 
Orchard Place, just a little way from Oak-Tree Lane, and she 
and the Squirrels have been very good friends all summer. 
Now she is going away for the winter, and has come to make 
a farewell call. 



68 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 



The Squirrels invite Mrs. Goldfinch into their house, but she 
thinks that it is pleasanter out of doors in such nice October 
weather. Mrs. Squirrel is very sorry that Mrs. Goldfinch's 
appetite will not allow of her eating some of the nuts — they 
are so delicious. 

The neighbors chat about their houses, their children, and 
their neighbors, and the two Hunter boys, who also live in 
Orchard Place. The Squirrels tell Mrs. Goldfinch how they 
shall miss the beautiful songs of her family when she is gone, 
and she thanks them and says that she shall also miss their 
bright chatter and lively playing. Finally they bid each other 
good-bye, with the hope of meeting again the next summer. 

Note : Use as subjects for conversation : 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Squirrel. 
The home of Mrs. Goldfinch. 
Oak-Tree Lane. 
Orchard Place. 
The Hunter boys. 

LESSON XXXV. 
Words that Express Action. 

In expressing thoughts we need words not only to name 
objects, but also to tell what they do. Horse is a name. If I 
wish to talk about a horse I may say that he trots fast, or eats 
the brown hay, or draws the wagon, or loves his master. 
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Give sentences telling what your father does; what your 
mother does ; what Mr. and Mrs. Squirrel did ; what Mrs. Gold- 
finch did ; what a dog does. 

Write these sentences on the board, drawing one line under 
the subject-noun and two lines under the word that tells what 
each subject-noun does. 

A word that tells what a person or thing does is a verb. 
Later we shall learn that other words are verbs, but now we 
have to remember that action-words — words that tell what a 
person or thing does — form the first class of verbs. 

1. The wind whirls the brown leaves. 

2. It sweeps them into the hollows. It makes heaps of 
them by the fences. 

3. The trees are losing their covering. 

4. The farmers gather the leaves. They use them to make 
soft beds for the horses. 

5. The leaves cover the little plants. They protect them 
from the snow and the cold. 

What word in the first sentence represents what does something ? 
Write that word on the board. What represents its action ? Write that 
word on the board, after the subject, thus : 

wind whirls 

Do the same with each succeeding sentence. We shall have, then, two 
columns of words, the first, subject-words, nouns or words representing 
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nouns (It and they represent nouns. What nouns ?) ; the second, action- 
words, or verbs. 

Write sentences containing the following verbs : 

bring helps drove has seen 

are reading sings have cut was making 



LESSON XXXVI. 
Words that Describe. 

I am thinking of a fruit that is round, yellow, and sweet. 
What do you think that it is? What words did I use to 
describe it ? Write those words on the board. 

« 

I am thinking of something that we use in school that is 
white, flat, thin, and oblong. What do you think that it is? 
What words did I use to describe it ? Write those words on 
the board. 

Think of some object and write on the board the words that 
describe it. Let the other pupils guess the object from these 
descriptive words. 

Use words to describe these objects : 

A pencil An apple A slate A flower 
A house A hat A kitten A horse 

Note : Lead the class to use descriptive adjectives in two ways : by 
completing the statement with adjectives after is, thus : A pencil is long, 
round, and black ; by placing the adjectives before the noun, thus : A 
long, round, black pencil lies on my desk. 
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Words that a/re used to describe objects are adjectives. 

What adjectives did you use to describe a pencil ? an apple ? etc. 

What words describe in the following sentences ? 

a. Billy Wren is a funny little bird. 

6. He is short, round, and brown. 

c. He likes to build his nest in a pretty, neat bird-house. 

d. His nest of dried grass sometimes holds six plump little wrens. 

e. The wren is a brave, cheerful bird, with a bright and pleasing song. 



Give sentences containing the following adjectives 



pleasant 


sour 


yellow 


happy 


obedient 


pretty 


interesting 


blue 

< 


happy 


tall 


small 


fragrant 


• 

Spell : 








shivering 


grasses 


coverlet 


cuckoo 



A stanza for dictation : 

Good-night, little shivering grasses ! 

Lie down 'neath the coverlet white, 
And rest till the cuckoo is singing ; 

Good-night, little grasses, good-night ! 

— From "A November Good-night," 

by Mrs. E. E. Beers. 

What is the coverlet white 9 When will the 
grasses wake up f Does the coverlet white keep 
the grasses warm f 
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LESSON XXXVII. 
I, You, He, She, and It. 

If Mr. Harris were to speak to your class, he would not say, 
" Mr. Hcvrris is happy to visit the class, to-day," but " / am 
glad to visit you, to-day." He would use instead of his own 
name, I, and instead of your names, or the words, the class, you. 
If you were to tell something about Mrs. Thaxter, the poet, you 
would not say, "Mrs. Thaxter lived in a little cottage on 
Appledore Island. Mrs. Thaxter hsd an island garden in front 
of Mrs. Thaxter* s house, where Mrs. Thaxter used to take great 
pleasure in planting Mrs. Tha/xter's seeds, and watching the 
growth of Mrs. Thaxte?*'s flowers." Instead of Mrs. Thaxter 
you would sometimes use she, and instead of Mrs. Thaxter *s you 
would use her. 

Tell this again, naturally, and see how you would use the 
little words she and her, to avoid repeating the name. 

We make constant use of such little words to represent 
nouns. The person who is speaking uses I, me, my, mine, 
instead of his name ; he uses you, your, yours, instead of the 
name of the person to whom he speaks ; and very often he uses 
he, his, him, she, her, hers, it, its, in place of the name of the 
person or thing of which he speaks. 

A word used to represent a noun is called a pronoun. 
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Find the pronouns in the following sentences, and tell what noun each 
represents. 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Wren were in search of a summer house. Mr. Flagg 
had built a very pretty one in his yard, and Mr. Wren went to consult him 
about the rent. 

2. Mr. Flagg said, " I will let you have the house, Mr. Wren, if you 
will sing me a song every morning." 

3. " You are very kind," said Mr. Wren, " but I must consult my 
wife, Jenny. It is a very pretty house, and I think she will like it." 

4. Away flew Mr. Billy to consult Mrs. Jenny. He and she had a 
very short conversation in the bird language. Then Mr. Wren flew back 
to Mr. Flagg to tell him that he would hire his house, and pay him a song 
a day. 



Imagine the conversation between Mr. and Mrs. Wren in regard to 
hiring the bird-house. Write on the board so much of it as time may 
allow, underlining each pronoun. 

Write four sentences concerning the Wrens and the cats. 



LESSON XXXVIII. 
We, You, and They. 



After they had built their nest of some pine needles which 
they brought from the woods, and some dry hay which they 
found near the barn, Mr. and Mrs. Wren stayed quite closely at 
home for some days. But one morning Mr. Billy Wren sang 
an unusually sweet and joyful song, and the words seemed to 
be, "We have six little eggs. We — we — we — have six little 
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eggs/' A little while after, his morning song seemed to be 
overflowing with joy, "We have six — six — six — little wrens 
— little wrens." Mrs. Jenny Wren, however, did not like the 
kittens that played on the lawn near her house. She used to 
scold them very sharply, saying, " You — you — you — keep away 
— keep away." 

What words do these pronouns represent : they, their, we, 
you, them t 

Put the following pronouns into oral sentences: 

I we you he she it they 

my our your his her its their 

mine ours yours him hers theirs 

me us them 

After giving each sentence, tell what noun - each pronoun 
represents. 

Tlie pronxmn I is always written with a capital letter. 

If tlie speaker uses another pronoun with I, as " He and I," 
" You and I r " " You, he, and I," or the name of a person, m 
" Mr. Flagg and I," " My mother and I," the pronoun I always 
should be placed last 
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LESSON XXXIX. 



Sentences for Dictation. 



SpeU : 

watched 
brought 



wren 
bough 



ready 
waiting 



threw 
perched 



Write from dictation : 

1. My father and I watched Mr. Wren as he made his 
house ready for Mrs. Wren. 

2. He threw out some chips that had been left in the bird- 
house. 

3. Then he brought some pine needles and dry hay. 

4. Mr. Flagg, my father, and I saw Mrs. Wren sitting on 
an apple bough. 

5. She was waiting for Mr. Wren to bring the material for 
the nest. 

6. They did not mind us, but they scolded the cat. 

7. When the nest was finished, Mr. Wren perched near 
his wife. 

8. He sang a little song to her, and then they went to 
housekeeping. 
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A Selection for Memory. 

A Song. 

A floating, a floating 

Across the sleeping sea, 
All night I heard a singing bird 

Upon the topmost tree. 

" Oh, come you from the isles of Greece 
Or from the banks of Seine ; 
Or off some tree in forests free 
Which fringe the western main ? " 



" I came not from the old world 
Nor yet from off the new — 
But I am one of the birds of God 
Which sing the whole night through." 

—Charles Kingsley. 

[Charles Kingsley, an English clergyman and writer, born 
June 12, 1819 ; died January 23, 1875.] 
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LESSON XL. 
"The," "A," and "An." 



1. The barn is an old, brown one. 

2. The doors are open, and we can see the cattle within it. 

3. A cart full of hay stands on the floor. 

4. A barn swallow has built his nest against one of the 
rafters. 

5. An old elm tree shades the barn. 

6. An orchard of apple trees lies behind the barn. 

Tfa, a, and an are little words that we use very often before 
nouns. They are called articles, and belong to the class of 
words called adjectives. 

When we wish to denote some particular object, we use the. 
When we wish to speak of an object without denoting a par- 
ticular one, we use a or an. So we call the the definite article, 
and a and an the indefinite articles. Before plural nouns the 
only can be used. 

Before words beginning with the sound of a, e, i, o, and It, 
we use an as an indefinite article ; before words beginning with 
any other sound we use a. 

Tarn to some story in one of your reading books, and notice 
how the articles are used. 
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Which indefinite article, a or an, would you use before each of the 
following nouns ? Why ? 

Apple, board, cart, dandelion, elephant, fox, gift, house, honor, 
image, journey, kettle, lamb, mouse, note, ostrich, pearl, queen, rose, 
scholar, teacher, union, vine, wharf, xema, youth, zone. 



A Poem to be Copied. 

Child's Song in Spring. 



The silver birch is a dainty lady, 

She wears a satin gown ; 
The elm tree makes the old churchyard shady, 

She will not live in town. 

The English oak is a sturdy fellow, 

He gets his green coat late ; 
The willow is smart in a suit of yellow, 

While "brown the beech trees wait. 

Such a gay green gown as God gives the 
larches — 
As green as He is good ! 
The hazels hold up their arms for arches 
When Spring rides through the wood. 
— E. Nesbit, 
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LESSON XLI. 



A Story for Review Work, and for Reproduction. 

The Haughty Weathervane. 




In a pretty village on the seacoast, where all 
the men were fishermen, a church stood on a high 
hill. It was a beautiful church with a tall spire, 
and at the topmost point of the spire was a 
golden weathervane to tell the fishermen in the 
village from what direction the wind blew. Every 
morning the men would look up at the glittering 
vane, and if it pointed to the east or to the north 
they would stay at home to repair their boats and 
nets ; but if it pointed to the south or west they 
would push out their boats and row away to catch the fish. 
Now the beautiful weathervane saw that the people of the vil- 
lage paid great attention to him, and he said, " I am the most 
powerful thing in the village. I am foolish to allow every 
little breeze to turn me." So when the north wind came, and 
said " Turn, turn ! " the weathervane would not stir. Then the 
north wind blew with such force that it tore the weathervane 
from the top of the spire and threw it down on the ground. 
When the men found that the weathervane was blown down, 
they merely looked at the branches of the trees, and every 
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branch told them from which quarter the wind blew. So the 
vane learned that it was of no more power in the village than 
a humble twig upon a little tree. If it had done its duty it 
would have been honored still, but because it had grown proud 
and refused to do its work, it had been thrown down and 
bruised, and lay unnoticed among the weeds of the fields. 

By and by, when it had grown very sorry for its obstinacy, 
the old sexton of the church came and picked it up. He had 
it repaired and gilded and put in place again. It was more 
beautiful than ever and it was no longer proud. It was so glad 
to be again in its place that it said, " Dear winds, turn me as 
you will. I am only a servant to help the fishermen, and I 
never again will be disobedient and obstinate." 

Review, using this story ; 

Nouns, singular and plural ; 

Pronouns; the nouns that they represent, as representing the speaker, 
the person addressed, the person or thing spoken of ; 

Verbs, and the nouns or pronouns of which they represent the action ; 
Adjectives, and articles. 

Note : Teach that pronouns representing the speaker are of the first 
person; those representing the person spoken to, are of the second person; 
and those representing the person or thing spoken of, are of the third 
person. 

Reproduce the story orally 
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LESSON XLII. 
Some Forms of the Verb. 

1. We see soft clouds floating in the sky. 

2. We saw last night many bright stars there. 

3. We are seeing so many beautiful things every day ! 

4. We have seen often the Lady Moon floating slowly 
across the evening sky. 

Separate these sentences into subject and predicate. Find 
the verb of each sentence, and write it" on the board. 
We shall have, then, these forms : 

see saw (are) seeing . (have) seen 

Does the first sentence refer to present or past time ? What 
verb is used in it ? Use the verb see in original sentences. 

Does the verb in the second sentence represent an act as 
happening now, or in past time ? What verb is used in it ? 
Use the verb saw in original sentences. 

Use the verb-form seeing in original sentences. 

Use the verb-form seen in original sentences. 

Notice thai we hawe four forms of the verb in the above 
sentences : 

6 
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I. The form of the verb that represents present time 
called the present tense of the verb. 

Note : The word tense means time, 

II. The form of the verb that represents past time, called 
the past tense of the verb. 

III. A verb-form that ends in ing, called the present par- 
ticiple of the verb. 

IV. A verb-form that is used with has, liave, and had, 
called the perfect participle of the verb. 

Present Past Present Participle Past Participle 
see, sees saw seeing seen 

These parts of a verb are called its principal parts. The principal 
parts of a verb should be learned very carefully. 

Sentences for completion and dictation : 

a. Last night I the new moon in the west. 

b. Is the new moon always there ? 

c. This morning I rose early to the sun rise. My little dog, 

me start for a walk, ran after me. We a little squirrel 

getting his breakfast. " Shadow-tail," us, said, " Chir-r-r," which 

perhaps was his "good-morning." Carlo said, "Bow-wow," which was 
his "good-morning." 

Write three sentences, telling of some pretty sight that you have seen, 
or of something that you would like to see. 
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LESSON XLII1. 
The Verb "Do." 

Learn the principal parts of the verb do : 

Present Past Present Participle Past Participle 
do, does did doing done 

Use these four forms with I, you, he, she, it, we, they ; thus : 
I do, you do, he does; we do, they do. 

Place the proper form of Ao in the following sentences: 

a. Grace her work very neatly. 

b. Edward a very kind act yesterday. 

c. Are you the best that you can ? 

d. How beautifully Anna has her sewing ! 

e. " your best, your very best, 

And it every day." 

Write original sentences, using each of the forms of do. 

Note : In the lessons that follow, the principal parts of the more 
troublesome verbs will be given. The teacher can very easily arrange 
sentences like those above, in which the parts of the verbs are to be sup- 
plied, and can have the pupils give original sentences illustrating the 
same. Review and repetition will develop among the pupils the habit of 
using the correct forms of the verbs. 
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Poems for Memory. 

"Whichever Way the Wind Doth Blow." 

Whichever way the wind doth blow, 
Some heart ia glad to have it so ; 
Then blow it east or blow it west, 
The wind that blows — that wind ia best. 

My little craft sails not alone ; 
A thousand fleets from every zone 
Are out upon a thousand aeas ; 
And what for me were favoring breeze 
Might dash another with a shock 
Of doom, upon some hidden rock. 

And so I do not dare to pray 
For winds to waft me on my way ; 
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But leave it to a Higher Will 

To stay or speed me — trusting still 

That all is well, and sure that He 

Who launched my bark will sail with me 

Through storm and calm, and will not fail 
Whatever breezes may prevail, 
To land me, every peril past, 
Within His sheltering heaven at last. 

Then whatsoever wind doth blow, 
Some heart is glad to have it so ; 
And blow it east or blow it west, 
The wind that blows — that wind is best. 

— Caroline A. Mason. 



-♦-••*-♦- 



The year 's at the spring 

And day 's at the morn ; 
Morning 's at seven ; 

The hillside 's dew-pearled ; 
The lark 's on the wing ; # 

The snail 's on the thorn : 
God 's in His heaven — 

All 's right with the world. 

—Robert Browning. 
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LESSON XLIV. 
Review Exercises. 

I. 

1. When is a noun of singular number ? 

2. When is a noun of plural number ? 

3. In what way do many nouns form the plural ? 

4. Write the singular and plural forms of three objects in 
the room ; three flowers ; three domestic animals ; three wild 
animals. What are domestic animals ? 

5. What are the nouns in the following stanza? Which 
are of singular number? Which are of plural number? 

A Bird's Nest. 

Over my shaded doorway 

Two little brown-winged birds 
Have chosen to fashion their dwelling, 

And utter their loving words ; 
All day they are going and coming 

On errands frequent and fleet, 
And warbling over and over, 

" Sweetest, sweet, sweet, O sweet ! " 

—Florence Percy. 
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II. 

1. What is the subject of a sentence ? 

2. What is the predicate of a sentence ? 

3. What is the important word in the subject ? 

4. What is the important word in the predicate ? 

5. Divide the following sentences into subject and predi- 
cate, and underline the important word in each, as shown on 
page 52 : 

a. Little Miss Apis makes wax cells. 

b. Some cells are for honey. 

c. Some cells are for eggs. 

d. The egg-cells are called cradle-cells. 

e. The queen-bee lays sometimes three thousand eggs a day. 
/. The nurse-bees keep the eggs warm. 

III. 

1. What class of words describe ? 

2. Use words to describe an apple ; a dress ; a horse ; a 
house ; a river. 

3. What words describe in the following sentences : 

a. The little eggs hatch in three days, but not into pretty 
downy bees, with soft gauzy wings. 

b. The little eggs hatch into small white worm-like things, 
called larvce. 
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c. The kind nurse-bees feed the delicate white larvce with 
bee-milk. 

d. Each little larva covers itself with a soft silken robe. 

e. Hidden by this robe, it grows, and by and by it puts its 
little head out and comes forth — a beautiful young bee, downy 
and light-colored, with delicate gauzy wings. 

What does downy mean ? gauzy t delicate t silken f robe t 
hidden ? 

IV. 

1. What class of words do we use to represent nouns ? 

2. What pronouns represent the person who speaks ? the 
person spoken to ? the person or thing spoken of ? 

3. What class of words represents the action of the 
subject ? 

Find the nouns, pronoum, adjectives, and verbs in the 
following story: 

Once upon a time a lark chose a thick tuft of grass in a 
pretty meadow for her summer home, and in it she w r ove her 
nest. She made the outside of dry, wiry grass, but she lined 
the inside with softer and finer blades. She covered the nest 
carefully, and built a little hidden way to it, so that no one 
might find the five white eggs that were her treasures. 

But when five little baby larks came, she sang her secret to 
the sun and the sky and the breezes and the flowers. 
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LESSON XLV. 
A Letter. 



04VL JKM-VKU lU-aA/cL «WWWM, 

TTba^| ib, isqs. 

l7Vb| dt-aA, TTLo-tnAA.: 

ol o/kkl aowva to- u^AxAt- Y^ Wt*- ^ttwU ^to-Vu 

to-tcL vU \a\jl o-truA. cUaru. 

ClxU/u Wat C/fuXI/u cL-a/ui o-X exiAXAH AJahAsvxsq, 
•n/a/u-*. a-o-'vix, a/wcL trvt -i-o-tt AxiA/vxi o-t LLpA^-t 
Ivcla^l LvJavvu cuwcL UMavyi- t^u, umoAati Au/vl 
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oX rrLa/vi id A^lrxJu^riA^vh^, \Xr\Jb CruAA/vi- xobo^dAsysyY^ 
(vrnXdyuyrv kmX o-oo^ tXvuA^ ujXxaXjl, 6jvlAAjl6 qstkL 
AaX oaaX oX dUvaAA iTIA4. UrUAA/u - 1 Z)l<o~dAA>srY\s 
SjViAAJbd oJX oX yuA, qA\aaa\ajutl, oJaXvl. Oa/crb 40/txd 
a, uXVub vjXxaXjl 6jUAA VhsoX id qaaX iw W mJ^szs- 
VaXt 'jo/qA^A. lDeXo-u>- tru^ id a/vu u/>axix/b- d/ix&4 
oX a/uw/ru trvcut aXio- Id ouX i/ru U/v^b -ta/aAXd. 

d/uA4 \XvO\jl a/bt a, oaAyi/m^M/u o-L wWuL, kiKSY^d % exi/c/Kb 
kamXy\s ou ^m>oo voA, cl ^vl^xaL. OYViAJb wyrsjbb, Y\A>X<L 

qaAsuvl oX kixnrub id o^rub 'fcu/w umXyl a, VLqX yuxx^L 
trvcut id Tvo-t ou Ax^ma^jlA, <!m>-oo. JU<vu>-oa^ ^Xo-uv 
tri/ld mxiAsdJub tai/vb id cu >j^umX ^cvoo — t/lrbt (>ruAA/u- 
W^>-Axi<>-oo^u d Am*X ^Cm>-oo. 

<hxt 'mx hJX omvu ou Ae/c/uX. Jiax Ia4 om^uX 
t/nx oruAA/u <l>Xi>-<(ld/o~^^ jHaxa>| vAaaAyl \X\Jb &aaAX 
'Asy-wro tX\JL >jao-UMdLeAx Woa^J a/wdl hsojv^L it 



A LETTER. 91 



$ 



/ YYiL<L<Lli, Aiiw, tt>- \avl MjlaL <u-<yoo out ltd ixvo-t, 
ou^vtdL kamXyXs Vtul, Aaa^^yxa/vvl c/nxDuoa/cptd \/f\Jb Wa 

ITlA4. CnxAA/vi- l3vo-4Ao^yrb dLo-td Tva-t cxiXc tru^ 

ka>Aa>XI<l % u^AiyC/Kb 'rru/a/vbd cA/o-u>^ru jcmjt 

qsdJUU Vivu Kxrv\yoJOvr- aAiM v^u ol 'vva/rnx trvaX 
'TYU/O/rU cvu/jo — Laxa^oc. ^©rut A<i/u^ ttvcut tru, 

ttvcut tru/u x^t<vyvtdL u/fc>, a/wcL t/ru, ^rva^i^lxt Wi 

UMXt IA/VXaL \X \/Y\AV\JL&AA/Y\j^}, % O/YXaL {JOJfVUYXs cX QA>^YYXJL 
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YXAywVb oja>aAs osvkL cX umaJL vcvo-rt, cut Vyvl cwviAAsu- 

This is a letter which a little girl with a quaint name, 
Darthea Penrose, sent to her mother, in the time of the blos- 
soming of the trees. If we examine it we shall see how she ar- 
ranged it, and then we can try to tell our mothers or our friends 
some interesting story in the form of a letter. A letter* always 
should be neatly written, carefully arranged, and properly folded. 



LESSON XLVI. 
The Heading: of a Letter. 



In the letter which Darthea wrote we notice, first, the head- 
ing; that is, we are told just wliere the letter was written, and 
when. The heading begins a little to the left of the middle of 
the page, and is arranged on lines like these : 
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Draw lines like these several times, beginning the first line 
a little to the left of your paper or slate. 

When you have done this, write the following headings, 
being careful to put on the first line the name of the building 
or street, on the second the name of the city or town, and of 
the state, and on the third line the date. Write these headings, 
first with base lines, and then without base lines. 

The name of your school, your town or city, the state, and the date 
of your last birthday. 

The name of the street on which you live, the town or city, the state, 
and the date of your mother's birthday. 

Write a heading as if you were writing from Sweet-Briar Cottage, in 
Rosemont, California, on August 1st of this year. 

Write a heading as if you were writing at 715 Peach Street, Atlanta, 
Georgia, on Christmas day of this year. 

Write a heading as if you were writing in Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia, Pa., on July 4th of this year. 



LESSON XLVII. 
The Salutation. 



You will notice that Darthea begins her letter, " My dear 
Mother : " This part of the letter is called the salutation. The 
title of the person to whom you write, and the name, of course, 
must be begun with a capital letter. • Notice the position of the 
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salutation in the letter, and copy in a corresponding place on 
your paper or slate the following salutations : 

My dear Father : My dear Uncle : 

Dear Grandmamma : My dear Sir : 

My dear Miss Blake : Dear Cousin Edward : 

Dear Aunt Mary : My dear Sister : 

My dear Madam : 

The punctuation point that follows the salutation is a colon. 

Father, mother, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, cousin, grand- 
mamma, grandfather, are titles of relationship. 

Write the salutation of a letter to one of your aunts ; to one 
of your uncles ; to one of your cousins ; to your teacher ; to one 
of your friends. 

Where is the salutation placed ? With what kind of a letter 
is it begun ? Where else in the salutation do you use capital 
letters ? What punctuation point follows it ? What one word 
do you find in each of the salutations that are given you to be 
copied ? 

The word dear in the salutation of a letter does not necessarily denote 
affection, but is used for courtesy. It is like the polite bow with which 
we greet one another, and it is not proper to omit it. 
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LESSON XLVIII. 
The Close of the Letter. 

After the salutation comes the body of the letter, which con- 
tains whatever you may wish to write, and after the body the close, 
and last the signature — the name of the person who writes the 
letter. In Darthea's letter, "Your loving daughter" is the 
close, and " Darthea Penrose," the signature. 

You will notice in what place and in what way the close 
and signature are written. The close begins a little to the left 
of the middle of the page, and is followed by a comma. The 
signature is written below it, beginning a little farther to the 
right. 

Draw lines Wee these to denote the close and signature : 



There are njany ways of writing the close, and we use 
forms in writing to our friends different from those that we use 
in writing to strangers. Copy the following in the proper 
place on your paper or slate : 

For relatives and friends : 

Your loving daughter, Your affectionate son, 

Your loving niece, Your cousin, 

Your friend, Your loving pupil. 
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For 8tr<mger8 : 

Yours very truly, Very truly yours, 

Respectfully yours, Yours respectfully, 

Sincerely yours, Yours sincerely. 

Write your first name only after the first six forms of close, and your 
full name after the last six forms. 



Note : It is a great pleasure to a child to write a letter to some one 
of his family or of his friends. Such letters may tell of some occurrence 
in school, may be invitations to visit the school, or may, like Darthea 
Penrose's, relate something interesting that has been taught. Whatever 
is to be the body of the letter should be talked over and carefully arranged 
before being written in the letter. 

The pictures and the little stories in the previous pages of this book 
will furnish material for many letters. They should be presented fresh to 
the pupils' minds ; then the pupils should tell the stories orally ; then the 
stories may be written and copied into the letter. Care should be taken 
to write a little introduction and close, such as Darthea wrote. Letters 
may be arranged from the following pictures and stories : 

1. The story of " The Joy of the Morning." — Frontispiece. 

2. The little lace spinner. — Page 19. 

3. The work of the apple blossoms. — Pages 22-23. 

4. The pet bird.— Page 35. 

5. The Honey Bee family. — Page 54. 

6. The yellow-bird family. —Pages 59-60. 

7. The daisy and the lark. — Pages 63-64. 

8. The Squirrels and Mrs. Goldfinch.— Pages 67-68. 
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LESSON XLIX. 
The Form of a Letter. 

Draw the form of a letter on slate or paper, like the following : 

1_ 



3. 



5 
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What is written on line 1 ? on line 2 ? on line 3 ? on line 
4 ? on line 5 ? on line 6 ? on line 7 ? 

Note : In beginning letter- writing pupils should be directed to leave 
a margin of one-half or three-fourths of an inch in width on the left of 
the page, and to make the indentions of the paragraphs equal in width to 
the margin. In the first letters some little story, or some pleasant in- 
cident of the school life may form the body of the letter, and the letter 
itself may be sent by the pupil to the member of the family or to the 
friend to whom it is directed. The important part of early letter-writing 
and composition work is neatness, and correctness in form and expression. 



LESSON L. 
The Addressing of Envelopes* 

When Darthea Penrose had written her letter, she folded it 
neatly, carefully bringing the lower edge of the first page ex- 
actly in line with the upper edge, and put it in an envelope, the 
line of the fold of the letter being at the bottom of the envel- 
ope. The envelope she addressed as follows : 

joumjiX \o>\aaiAs hsosrvb 
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The stamp was neatly placed in the upper right-hand corner 
with the head on it erect ; the name of her mother was written 
with the base of the letters on a line that was the exact middle 
of the envelope, and the name of the street, of the town, and of 
the state arranged as is shown. No punctuation mark follows 
any line, except the period that denotes an abbreviation. 

Draw on paper or slates envelopes, one 4 inches by 6 inches ; 
one 4 inches by 5 inches; one 3^ inches by 6 \ inches. 

Address the first to your mother; the second to some class- 
mate ; the third to Messrs. Silver, Burdett & Company, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Cut and fold paper exactly to fit these envelopes, folding once to fit 
the first and second envelopes, and making two folds to fit the third. 
This last folding can be done by cutting the paper to fit the width of the 
envelope. Then place the upper edge of the paper upon the upper edge 
of the envelope, and fold the paper at the lower edge of the envelope ; 
fold now the sheet over the upper edge. 

Note : For purposes of folding and cutting, old newspapers can be 
used for paper. 
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LESSON LI. 
A Story from a Picture. 

Study this picture to see what the artist has drawn. What 
room do you think that it is? Of what relation are the chil- 
dren ? Where is the mother ? 

What will you* name the children ? Can you find the pen ? 
What has the little boy in his mouth? What is he doing? 
What has happened? 

Let us call the story "The Writing Lesson," and imagine 
that the little boy wished to teach his sister how to write a 
letter. They found some paper, and their father's ink bottle, 
and his quill pen. A long time ago there were no steel pens 
such as you now use, and people wrote with a quill that was 
cut like our pens. 

The blinds of the windows that you see are closed. From 
where does the light come that falls upon the faces and the 
table? Do you see any shadows on the floor? Do they show 
you from which direction the light comes ? 

In telling the story, tell w r ho the children were, where they 
lived, what the little boy wished to do, where he found the 
paper and pen, what happened, and what their mother said 
when she found what had happened. 
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Note : Shape the children's story-telling so that the mother shall say 
what a wise mother would — for the wise mother would praise what the 
little boy attempted to do, but would show him that things are put away 
carefully, so that little hands that are not wise enough or strong enough 
to use them may do no harm with them. 



LESSON LII. 
Nouns that Become Plural by Adding "es«" 

Review Lesson XXV. 

Form the plural of letter, paper, pen y quill, window, blind, 
stool, shadow, bottle, floor. 

Notice how theplwrals of the following nouns are formed: 

box boxes fox foxes tax taxes 

lens lenses glass glasses class — classes 

fish fishes dish dishes bush bushes 

church . . churches torch torches branch . . branches 

With what sound does box end ? Write on the board the 
letter that gives that sound. With what letter does lens end ? 
Write that letter on the board. With what sound does fish 
end? Write on the board the letters that give that sound. 
With what sound does church end ? Write on the board the 
letters that give that sound. 

What does each of these nouns add to the singular to form 
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the plural ? Analyze the formation of the plural of each of the 
other nouns in the list given. 

Complete the following rule for the formation of the plurals 
of nouns like those preceding : 

Nouns ending in add to the singular to form the 

plural. 

Form the plu/ral, and give the rule for its formation, of each 
noun in the following sentences : 

a. The fox was running in the ditch near the church. 

b. There were some beautiful peaches in the dish. 

c. The grass was set on fire by a match. 

d. The girl's dress was torn by the latch on the door. 

e. The boy's wish was for a watch. 

Eeview the verb see. (See Lesson XLII.) 

see, sees saw seeing seen 

For extra or out-of -class work : 

Write a letter in proper form to your mother, telling about Mrs. 
Wren's visit to the Squirrels. 



LESSON LIII. 
The Plural Form of Some Nouns Ending in «t» or "fe." 

Notms ending in i or f e regularly form the plural by adding 
s, but some change f to v and add es or s. 
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Form tJie plwral regularly of: 






roof fife 


chief 


hoof 


grief reproof 


belief 


reef 



Notice the following nouns and their plural farms : 

leaf leaves loaf — loaves wolf — wolves 

knife . . knives life lives wife wives 

If the noun ends in /, what letters are added ? To what 
letter is f changed ? 

If the word ends in fe, what letter is added? To what 
letter is f changed \ 

The following nouns form the plural like leaf and hdfe. 
Form the plural of each, and explain how it is formed. 
(Learn to spell both the singular and plural forms.) 

beef knife self thief 

calf leaf sheaf wharf 

elf life shelf wife 

half loaf staff wolf 

Write sentences containing the plural forms of knife, leaf, 
life, loaf, and wolf. 

Sentences for dictation : 

a. The chiefs gave loaves of bread to the poor. 

b. The thieves heard the hoofs of horses. 
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c. The sheaves of grain stand in thfc field. 

d. The leaves of the maple tree are beautiful. 

e. The calves are very playful. 

Learn the verb forget. 

forget, forgets forgot forgetting forgotten 



Copy : 



Though the days be cold, and the earth be white, 

And the flowers be hidden from our sight, 

When the Spring says, "Grow ! " and the sun says, " Blow ! 

They will not forget to blossom, I know. 



» 
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LESSON LIV. 
The Plural Form of Nouns Ending in " y." 

Notice the following nouns and their phirals : 

day days valley . . . valleys toy toys 

lily lilies cry cries fairy .... fairies 

Each of these nouns ends in y in the singular, but some 
form the plural by adding s, and some by changing the y to i 
and adding es. 
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What letters precede the y in those nouns that form the 
plural by adding s ? 

Nouns ending in y preceded by a, e, o, and u, add s to form 
tlie plural ; all other common nouns ending in y form the plural 
by changing tlie y to i and adding es. 

Form the plural of these nouns : 



daisy 


lady 


canary 


fairy 


% 


valley 


memory 


story 


bay 


baby 


chimney 


city 


cherry 


j°y 


pony 


donkey 


holiday 


belfry 


stairway 


poppy 



Write five sentences, using in each the plural of some of these words. 

Sentences for dictation : 

o. Poppies and lilies grow in my garden. 

b. I like to read stories of fairies. 

c. The chimneys are very many in the cities. 

d. Are the ladies gathering cherries ? 

e. How white the valleys are with daisies ! 

Learn tlie verb come. 

come, comes came coming come 

Write sentences containing the forms of come. 



THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELDJ. 



108 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 



LESSON LV. 
A Lesson from a Story. 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin. 

Once upon a time a certain German city was overrun with 
rats and mice. Their sharp teeth cut holes through the house 
walls. They robbed the pantries, they ate the grain, they 
frightened the women and troubled the men, and they stole the 
food of the horses and oxen. So the people offered a reward of 
a great sum of money to any one who would rid the city of this 
plague of rats and mice. One day a man whom no one knew, 
strangely dressed in red and yellow velvet, and carrying a 
beautiful flute made of ebony and gold, appeared in the city 
and offered to relieve it of the troublesome little animals, if 
the people would pay him the reward. This they gladly prom- 
ised to do. Then he raised the flute to his lips and played the 
sweetest, strangest music that was ever heard. No sooner had 
he sounded the first notes than the mischievous rats and mice 
began to come from the houses and stables. They filled the 
alleys and streets. There were old rats and young rats, old 
mice and little baby mice — every rat and mouse in the city — 
and they followed at his heels as he led them through the city 
gates and far, far away, so far that they never returned. 
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But when the flute-player came back and asked for his 
money, the people refused to pay him. The flute-player uttered 
no words of reproach, but he once more raised the flute to 
his lips and played a strain even sweeter and stranger than 
before. And, lo ! there came flocking at his heels all of the 
children of the city, all of the little boys and girls, their feet 
dancing, and following where he led. Then, still playing the 
wonderful tune, he led them out of the city gates and over the 
hills. Where he led them I do not know, for no one of them 
came back to tell. 

So the city was left desolate and childless, and for long, 
long years there were no smiling babes in the cradles, nor merry- 
faced children in the schools, nor laughing youths and maidens 
to dance at the village festivals, because the people had broken 
their promise to the " Pied Piper." 

Is mice of singular or plural number ? Write the singular form on 
the board. What is the singular of women ? of men ? of oxen ? of chil- 
dren ? of feet ? of teeth ? 

Let us write the singular and plural forms of these nouns on the 
board. This will be our arrangement : 

man men woman women 

foot feet m.ouse mice 

! tooth teeth child children 

i 

ox oxen 

Learn the spelling of the singular and plural forms of these nouns. 
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Learn the verb take. 

take, takes took taking taken 

Note : Use the story to review the whole subject of the formation of 
plurals. 

As a diversion, the teacher may well read to the pupils, " The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin," by Robert Browning. 

LESSON LVI. 
Two Business Letters* 

When we write a business letter, there are three things that 
we must make perfectly plain — (1) our own address, (2) the 
address of the person or firm to whom we send, and (3) what 
we wish. 

Study the following model : 

\ < \A/\*V\X*>sv^i Ill/cud^., 

%u^wb i, i&qq. 

ITUxlMA ^wimAx, fduA/dLttt ¥ Kyo^YYO^xrr^r^ 

2S-33 6cl4A iqtL j$L, Ttu>^ UoAit, 71. U., 

ITl/U' cU/a/u jS\A^ : I vl<xAjl Ajutl<L ^rrJb 



TWO BUSINESS LETTERS. Ill 

t/xJbAJbM Go-., a/wdL VnJb vaJUL v^u wx<iaJL. 

LUM>l/b4 s\yU\SU V\AAA/U % 

What are the several parts of this letter ? To what address 
should the books be sent ? 

Write a business letter to any grocery firm, ordering 5 gallons of 
kerosene oil, 3 bushels of potatoes, and 50 pounds of sugar. Use abbrevia- 
tions where possible. Use your own address. 

Write a letter to Little, Brown & Co., 254 Washington Street, Boston, 
Mass., ordering 5 copies of " The Man Without a Country," 5 copies of 
"In His Name," and 3 copies of "Poems by Helen Hunt Jackson." Use 
your own name and address. 

Write to any firm selling cameras or bicycles, asking that a circular 
or catalogue be sent to you. 
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Study the following model : 

lb UVonxxAxJL I vo/ot, 

TTW^ i, isqs. 

[Tl/u dU/a/u jcmA4: [ VKxAJL Uws<L i^yQ/L^AJi^L $1.50, 
LoAs UMai/cA, •^fwdl to- Tru, Y ^ o^WL nj^tsaA, \yv- 

LUmaA^ ^[MA/u IAaaa/u, 

When a lady writes a business- letter, she signs it, prefixing her title, 
Mrs. or Miss, inclosed within parentheses. 

Write a letter subscribing to The Youth's Companion for one year, 
beginning with the date at which you write. The subscription price is 
$1.75 a year, and the publishers are Perry Mason & Company, 201 Colum- 
bus Avenue, Boston, Mass. 

Write a similar letter subscribing to any paper published near you. 
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LESSON LVII. 
Forms of Nouns that Denote Possession. 

1. Mr. Emerson's horse was grazing in front of Mr. Noyes's 
house. 

9. The children's toys had been left on the grass. 

3. The boys' dog ran out and drove the horse away. 

4. Then he brought the girls' dolls and laid them on the 
.piazza. 

5c The dog's love and care for the children make him a 
useful playfellow. 

Who owned the* horse? Write the name on the board. 
Who owned the house ? Write the name on the board. What 
is added to each of these names to show that they own some- 
thing? Who owned the toys? What is added to that noun 
to show possession ? Who owned the dog ? the dolls ? Who 
is it .that has love and care for the children? Write these 
nouns on the board, and after each the form that shows posses- 
sion, as shown by the sentences. Our list will be this : 

Mr. Emerson . . Mr. Emerson's Mr. Noyes . . Mr. Noyes's 

children children's boys boys' 

girls girls' dog dog's 

8 
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To some of these nouns we have added an apostrophe and s 
('s),and to some we have added an apostrophe only ('). What 
have we added to every noun of singular number ? What have 
we added to the nouns of plural number ending in s ? 

To farm the possessive of any noun (except plurals ending in 
s), the apostrophe and s (V) are added; to pUvrals ending in s, the 
apostrophe only ( ' ) is added. 

Carefully apply this rule in writing the possessive form of each noun 
that follows : 

horse ox men horses oxen 

Mr. Jones Mistress Gladys Flora lady 

brothers sister Mrs. Gage ladies fox 

Sentences for dictation : 

#. The oriole's nest was lined with the silk of the milk-weed. 

b. It hung from an elm tree in Mr. Charles's lawn. 

c. There were several robins' nests in the orchard. 

d. The daisy's (sing.) petals were wet with dew. 

e. The daisies' (pi.) round faces were turned to the sun. 

Lea/rn tlie verb write. 

write, writes wrote writing written 

Fill the blanks in the following sentences with the proper 
forms of the verb write : 

1. Whittier " The Barefoot Boy." 

2. Mrs. Burnett has some delightful stories. 

3. Who " October's Bright Blue Weather " ? 
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LESSON LVIII. 
Possessive and Plural Forms. 

We must be very careful not to confuse the form of the pos- 
sessive with that of the plural. In forming the possessive, 
think first of the form of the noun to which the sign of posses- 
sion is added. Then add the apostrophe and s to all nouns ex- 
cepting plural forms ending in s ; to plurals ending in s, add 
the apostrophe only. 

Form the plural, the possessive singular, and the possessive 
plural of each of the following nouns. Then analyze orally each 
possessive form, thus: 

fairy fairies fairy's fairies' 

Fairies'. This is the possessive form of (lie plural of fairy. 
The plural is spelled f-a-i-r i-e-s, and the possessive is formed by 
adding the apostrophe only, since it is the possessive form of a 
plu/ral noun ending in s. 



lady 


robin 


fox 


wolf 


wolf 


chief 


baby 


mouse 


pony 


woman 


child 


rabbit 


wife 


bee 


squirrel 


ox 
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Change the following possessive phrases into possessive forms, thus: 

The queen of the fairies The fairies' queen 

The home of the poet The song of the larks 

The love of a mother The birthdav of Ellis 

The dresses of the ladies The happiness of the children 

Write sentences con taming these groups of words. 



LESSON LIX. 
How to Write Direct Quotations. 

1. Jack Frost came last night. 

Julia says, "Jack Frost came last night." 

2. And what did he do ? 

" And what did he do ? " asked her mother. 

3. " He built a roof over the little brook," said Arthur. 

4. " He drew wonderful pictures on the window-panes," 
said Julia. 

5. " How beautiful his work is ! " exclaimed their mother. 

What are Julia's exact words in the first sentence ? What 
are her mother's exact words in the second sentence J What 
are Arthur's exact words in the third sentence ? 

When anyone uses, in speaking or writing, the exact words 
of another, these words form a direct quotation. 
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A direct quotation is shown by inclosing the exact words 
with marks ( " " ) called quotation marks. 

Notice that if you read the words that are within the quotation 
marks in the preceding sentences, it will be exactly what Julia said, 
what her mother said, what Arthur said, what Julia said, again, and 
what the mother said, again, just as if we heard their conversation. 

What punctuation mark separates Julia says from the quotation ? 
What punctuation mark separates the quotation from asked her mother f 
What punctuation mark separates the quotation from said Arthur? 
What punctuation mark separates the quotation from said Julia ? What 
mark separates the quotation from exclaimed their mother f 

With what kind of a letter does each quotation begin ? 

• 

A direct quotation (a) begins with a capital letter, (b) is inclosed by 
quotation marks, and (c) is separated from the rest of the sentence usually 
by a comma. If the quotation be a question or an exclamation, the inter- 
rogation point or the exclamation point follows it. The punctuation 
mark following a quotation is included within the quotation marks. 

Here are some sentences, and after each is the name of the one who 
said them. Write them as quotations, thus : 

Little boats should keep near shore. — Benjamin Franklin. 
Benjamin Franklin says, " Little boats should keep near shore." 

1. Be good, dear child, and let who will be happy. 

— Charles Kingsley. 

2. Cherries are ripe ! but then, you know, 

There's the grass to cut and the corn to hoe. — The farmer. 
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3. Cherries are ripe ! and so to-day 

We'll gather them while you make the hay. — The robins. 

4. How beautiful you are in your silver gown ! — The lark to the daisy. 

5. Isn't the whole world beautiful in spring ! — The daisy to the lark. 

Learn the verb read, 
read, reads read (pron. r&d) reading read (pron. r6d) 




LESSON LX. 
How to Write Direct Quotations, continued. 

Study the following selection to see how ilie quotations are 
written : 

(In the story of " Little Lord Fauntleroy," by Mrs. Burnett, 
Cedric Errol, who is the little Lord Fauntleroy, has gone to 
live with his grandfather, the Earl. The mother is living in a 
little cottage, not very far away.) 

" Do you miss your mother very much ? " asked the Earl. 

" Yes," said Fauntleroy, " I miss her all the time." 

He went and stood before the Earl and put his hand on his 
knee, looking up at him. 



HOW TO WRITE DIRECT QUOTATIONS. 119 

" You don't miss her, do you ? " he said. 

" I don't know her," answered his lordship. 

"I know that," said Fauntleroy, "and that's what makes 
me wonder. . . . When I miss her very much, I go and 
look out of my window to where 1 1 see her light shine for me 
every night through an open place in the trees. . I can see it 
twinkle far away, and I know what it says." 

" What does it say ? " asked my lord. 

" It says, l Good-night, God keep you all the night ! ' — just 
what she used to say when we were together. Every night she 
used to say that to me, and every morning she said, i God bless 
you all the day ! ' So you see I am quite safe all the time." 

Sometimes a quotation is divided into two parts, as in some 
of the sentences above. Then it is called a divided quotation, 
and each part is inclosed by quotation marks. A quotation 
within a quotation is inclosed by single marks. 

Copy the conversation between Fauntleroy and the Earl, omitting 
everything except what they each said. 

A Story for dictation : 

Sometimes, after the winter storms are past and just before the 
flowers begin to gladden the earth again, there falls a covering of soft 
snow over the awakening earth. The warm sun soon melts it, and hangs 
the melted snowflakes in crystal drops upon all the branches and grasses. 
The little German children call these drops " Snow Bells," and say that 
they ring for the coming of the spring. 
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A Poem for Memory. 



Santa Claus. 

He comes in the night ! He comes in the night ! 

He softly, silently comes ; 
While the little brown heads on the pillows so white 

Are dreaming of bugles and drums. 
He cuts through the snow like a ship through the foam. 

While the white flakes around him whirl ; 
Who tells him I know not, but he findeth the home 

Of each good little boy and girl. 

His sleigh it is long and deep and wide ; 

It will carry a host of things ; 
While dozens of drums hang over the side, 

With the sticks sticking under the strings. 
And yet not a sound of a drum is heard, 

Not a bugle blast is blown, 
As he mounts to the chimney-top like a bird, 

And drops to the hearth like a stone. 
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The little red stockings lie silently fills, 

Till the stockings will hold no more; 
The bright little sleds for the great snow hills 

Are quickly set down on the floor. 
Then Santa Claus mounts to the roof like a bird> 

And glides to his seat in the sleigh ; 
Not the sound of a drum or a bugle is heard 

As he noiselessly gallops away. 



LESSON LXI. 
How to Write Titles. 

1. "The Jungle Book," by Rudyard Kipling, is a very 
delightful book for boys. 

2. Who wrote " Good-Bye, Sweet Day " ? 

3. The children were singing " The Star-Spangled Banner." 

4. How beautiful the picture called " The Pet Bird " is ! 

5. Please read to me " The King of the Golden River." 

Here are the titles of a book, a poem, a song, a picture, and 
a short story. 

With what kind of a letter does the important word of each 
title begin ? 

Write on the board the name of some book that you have 
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read ; some poem that you have learned ; some song that you 
sing ; some picture that pleases you ; and some short story that 
you like. Do not put quotation marks around the titles unless 
they are quoted in a sentence. 

The first word and all important words in titles of literary, 
musical, and a/i % t works must begin with capital letters. 

If such titles are placed in sentences, they must be inclosed by 
quotation marks. 

Turn to the table of contents of your reader, and see how the titles 
of the selections are printed. Notice the use of capital letters. Are any 
words not printed with an initial capital ? If so, are they important 
words ? 

Spell 

quotation taught golden tucked 

Sentences for dictation : 

a. My mother taught me this beautiful quotation : 

" All the lambs in all the folds are sleeping by their mothers ; 
All the birds with golden wings have tucked their heads from sight. " 

b. The quotation is from " Children's Slumber Song," by Margaret 
E. Sangster. 

c. " Do you know/' said my mother, "that the flowers fold their 
petals at night ? " 

d. My father gave me a picture, called " Children Singing." 

e. I wonder what they are singing ? Perhaps it is "America." 
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Learn ike verb go, 

go, goes went going gone 

A Poem for Reproduction and Memory. 

The Song of the Seeds in the Spring. 

Little brown brother, oh ! little brown 
brother, 
Are you awake in the dark \ 
Here we lie cosily, close to each other : 
Hark to the song of the lark — 
! " the lark says, " waken and dress you ; 
^ „. an your green coats and gay ; 
Blue sky will shine on you, sunshine caress you — 
Waken ! 'tis morning — 'tis May ! " 

Little brown brother, oh ! little brown brother, 

What kind of flower will you be \ 
I'll be a poppy — all white, like my mother ; 

Do be a poppy like me. 
What ! yoii're a sunflower ? How I shall miss you 

When you're grown golden and high ! 
But I shall send all the bees up to kiss you ; 

Little brown brother, good-bye. 



124 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 

LESSON LXI1. 
A Story for Reproduction, 

The Magic Caskets. 

I. 

Last spring some one gave me two magic caskets. They 
were very small, scarcely bigger than the 
head of a large pin, and yet they con- 
tained more wonderful things than the 
treasury of a ting. All of the wisest 
men in the world could not open one ot 
these caskets without destroying it, nor 
make one of the precious things that 
came from it. 

IL 

Where do you think I put these 
magic caskets? I dug a little hole in 
the warm May earth, just under my 
window, and there I hid them, covering 
them with the brown soil. Then the 
great wonder workers, the sun and the 
showers, unlocked them gently, and let 
all of their treasures loose. 



A STORY FOR REPRODUCTION. 125 

III. 

First, pushing their way through the earth, came some little 

leaves, and then other leaves unfolded above them, and then it 

all became two vines, reaching up, and grasping with strong 

little hands at whatever would hold them. And so they grew. 

and grew. 

IV. 

One day from underneath the leaves two little rolled-up 
umbrellas met my sight. The next morning they opened, so 
beautiful in shape, so marvelous in color, that I do not wonder 
that they are called the glory of the morning, or the morning 
glory. 

The bees saw the crimson and the blue of these flowers, and 
they knew that the beautiful cups held nectar and bee-bread 
for them, and so they came merrily humming and buzzing to 
the delightful feast. But what do you suppose that they did 
to repay the morning glories? 

VI. 

Down below the crimson and the blue blossoms lay the seed- 
children of the morning glories. The blossoms are unable to 
feed their seed-cbildren, and so when the bees took pollen to 
make bee-bread, they left some just where it would reach these 
children. 
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VII. 

When the morning glory blossoms had given their party to 
the bees, and the bees had brought their gifts for the little seed- 
children, the corollas rolled themselves again into little closed 
umbrellas. No doubt they said to the dear seed-children, 
"Lie still, little ones, in your soft green cradle. All will be 
well with you now." The crimson crown and the blue crown 
never again invited the bees to a feast of nectar. Their work 
was done. 

VIII. 

Other blossoms from these very vines opened their glories 
to the sun, invited the bees to their seed-children's party, and 
at the close of their day rolled themselves tightly together 
again. . And all this beauty and pleasure came from the tiny 
seeds. 



LESSON LXIII. 
The Regular Comparison of Adjectives. 

Place your reading book and geography on the desk. Com 
pare them in length. 

The geography is than tlie reading book. 

Compare them in width. 

The geography is than the reader. 
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Compare them in thickness. 

The geography is than the reader. 

Write on the board the three words that you have used in 
the comparisons to complete the above sentences. 

Compare the desk in length with the two books. 

The desk is the of the three objects. 

Compare the desk in width with the two books. Compare 
it in thickness. 

Write on the board the words that you have used in these 
comparisons. 

The" words that you have used in comparing two objects 
have what ending ? 

The words that you have used in comparing three objects 
have what ending ? 

Am I comparing two objects, or more than two, when I use 
the word lighter? lightest? rougher? roughest? tallest? 
larger ? smaller ? kindest ? dearest ? loudest ? 

What will you add to the adjective tall to show comparison 
of two objects ? to show comparison of more than two objects ? 

The sparrow is a small bird. The canary is smaller than the 
sparrow. The humming bird is the smallest of the three. 

What adjective has been used in these sentences ? When I 
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VII. 

When the morning glory blossoms had given their party to 
the bees, and the bees had brought their gifts for the little seed- 
children, the corollas rolled themselves again into little closed 
umbrellas. No doubt they said to the dear seed-children, 
"Lie still, little ones, in your soft green cradle. All will be 
well with you now." The crimson crown and the blue crown 
never again invited the bees to a feast of nectar. Their work 
was done. 

VIIL 

Other blossoms from these very vines opened their glories 
to the sun, invited the bees to their seed-children's party, and 
at the close of their day rolled themselves tightly together 
again. . And all this beauty and pleasure came from the tiny 
seeds. 



LESSON LXIII. 
The Regular Comparison of Adjectives. 

Place your reading book and geography on the desk. Com- 
pare them in length. 

The geography is titan the reading book. 

Compare them in width. 

The geography is than the reader. 
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Compare them in thickness. 

The geography is than the reader. 

Write on the board the three words that you have used in 
the comparisons to complete the above sentences. 

Compare the desk in length with the two books. 

Th-e desk is the of the three objects. 

Compare the desk in width with the two books. Compare 
it in thickness. 

Write on the board the words that you have used in these 
comparisons. 

The" words that you have used in comparing two objects 
have what ending ? 

The words that you have used in comparing three objects 
have what ending ? 

Am I comparing two objects, or more than two, when I use 
the word lighter? lightest? rougher? roughest? tallest? 
larger ? smaller ? kindest ? dearest ? loudest ? 

What will you add to the adjective tall to show comparison 
of two objects ? to show comparison of more than two objects ? 

The sparrow is a small bird. The canary is smaller than the 
spa/rrow. The humming bird is the smallest of the three. 

What adjective has been used in these sentences ? When I 
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Write in one column the words that denote comparison of 
one object with one other ; in another column the words that 
denote comparison of one object with more than one other. 

How do we form the comparative degree of these adjectives ? 
the superlative degree ? 

Complete the comparison of the adjectives that you have 
written on the board, by writing in columns the positive, com- 
parative, and superlative forms, thus : 

Positive. Comparative. Superlative. 

beautiful more beautiful most beautiful 

Most adjectives of one syllable, and some of two syllables, are 
regularly compared by adding er and est to the positive form. 

Most adjectives of two syllables, and all of more than two syl- 
lables, are regularly compared by prefixing the tvords more and 
most to tlie positive form. 

When an adjective ends in e, r and st are added instead of 
er and est Adjectives ending in y change the y to i before 
adding er and est. 

Write tlie positive form and tJie comparative and superlative 
degrees of: 



gentle 


faithful 


tiresome 


handsome 


cruel 


intelligent 


thoughtful 


quiet 


difficult 


fast 


lovely 


rude 


active 


thirsty 


dangerous 


warm 
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LESSON LXV* 
Sentences Illustrating the Regular Comparison of Adjectives. 

Complete these sentences by substituting (lie proper form of the 
adjectives that follow each : 

a. The cat is than the dog ; her fur is -■ than his ; 

her claws are ; her motions : small, soft, sharp, quick. 

b. The dog is than the cat ; he is , , and 

: intelligent, faithful, affectionate, unselfish. 

c. The horse is the of all the larger animals ; he is the 

, the , the , and : beautiful, gentle, swift, 



graceful, useful. 

d. The wren is than the English sparrow, and : 

small, bra/ve. 

e. The of my flowers are the sweet peas ; the 

are the crocuses ; the are the cannas ; but the are the 

lilies : sweet, early, bright, lovely. 

Learn the verbs give and run. 

give, gives gave giving given 

run. runs ran running run 
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LESSON LXVI. 
The Irregular Comparison of Adjectives. 

The following are a few common adjectives whose compar- 
ison is irregular : 



Positive. 


Comparative. 


Superlative 


good 


better 


best 


bad 


worse 


worst 


little 


less 


least 


much 


more 


most 


many 


more 


most 



Complete the following sentences by supplying some one of th# 
forms of the irregular adjectives : 

a. The said, the soonest mended. 

h. Too cooks spoil the broth. 

<?. Hunger is the sauce. 

d. It is to bend than to break. 



foxes spoil the vines. 

by the oak tree grows. 

His lessons went from to — 



e. 
/ 

Copy : 

What will you sow, my dear children, what will you sow ? 
Seeds of kindness, of sweetness, of patience, drop softly, 
and, lo! 
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Love shall blossom around you in joy and in beauty, and make 

A garden of Paradise here upon earth for your sake. 

— Celia Thaxter. 



LESSON LXVII. 
Words that tell " How," " Where," and " When." 

1. The storm rages furiously. The wind blows violently, 
the snow falls fast, and the drifts are growing rapidly. 

What words tell how the storm rages, the wind blows, the snow falls, 
and the drifts are growing ? 

2. Here the wind has swept the snow from the ground, 
there it has built a huge bank against the gate, and yonder it 
has covered the well-curb with a Chinese roof. 

What words tell where the wind has swept the snow from the ground, 
where it has built a bank against the gate, and where it has covered the 
well-curb ? 

3. Yesterday the earth was brown with withered grass, 
now it is white with snow, but soon it will be green again with 
the fresh grass of spring. 

What words tell when the earth was brown, when it is white with 
snow, and when it will be green again ? 

Write on the board the words in these sentences that tell how, where, 
tad when. 



134 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 

Words that tell how, where, and when, are adverbs. 

' a. The storm is very severe. What word tells Iww severe \ 

b. The drifts are quite deep. What word tells how deep \ 

c. The fire on the hearth burns very cheerfully. What word 
tells how the fire burns ? What word tells how cheerfully ? 

d. " There the rwer comes winding downy What adverb 
is in this sentence ? What does it tell ? 

e. The path leads upward. What adverb is in this sen< 
tence ? What does it tell ? 

f Lately the sunsets have been- beautiful. What adverb is 
in this sentence ? What does it tell ? 

Learn the verb sing. 

sing, sings sang or sung singing sung 

Selection for copying and memory : 

Over valley, over hill, 

Hark, the shepherd piping shrill ! 

Driving all the white flocks forth 

From the far folds of the North. 

Blow, wind, blow 

Upon your pipes of joy ; 

All your sheep the flakes of snow, 

And you their shepherd boy ! 

-^From "Snow Song," by Frank Dempster Sijermaj*, 
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LESSON LXVIII. 
The Regular Comparison of Adverbs. 

1. The storm seems to rage more furiously, and the wind to 

blow more violently, than it did this morning. The drift has 

grown most rapidly this last hour. 

What words tell how the storm seems to rage ? how the wind seems 
to blow ? hotv the drift has grown this last hour ? 

2. The robins come early in the spring, but the bluebirds 
usually come earlier. 

What word tells when the robins come in the spring ? What word 
tells when the bluebirds come ? 



Positive. 


Comparative. 


Superlative. 


furiously 


more furiously 


most furiously 


violently 


more violently 


most violently 


rapidly 


more rapidly 


most rapidly 


early 


earlier 


earliest 


soon 


sooner 


soonest 



In what two ways do we regularly compare adjectives ? Do we com- 
pare adverbs in the same way ? 

Compare : 

quietly noisily softly loudly 

late fast near low 

Learn the verb fight. 

fight, fights fought fighting fought 
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LESSON LXIX. 
Relation Words, or Prepositions. 

A Utile bird flew the branch. 

Here is a sentence that is not complete. One word is miss- 
ing — the word that shows the relation of the act of flying to 
the branch. 

Note : Let each pupil complete the sentence by supplying such word 
as he thinks best. These complete sentences should be written on the 
board, the supplied words that show relation being underlined. Then the 
relation words should be written in a column on the board. Teach that — 

These supplied words are relation words, and are called ^prepo- 
sitions. 

A preposition is a word that expresses the relation of some 
noun or pronowa that follows it to some other word in the sen- 
tence. 

Supply prepositions in the following sentences. Think of 
as many as possible that may be supplied for each sentence : 

a. Please put the bird-cage the table. 

b. The bird is the cage. 

c. I will tell you this bird. 

d. He was given me my brother. He sings 

me early the morning. He loves to perch my head, 
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or eat sugar ray hand. When he is the cage 

the room, he will fly ■ me. 

Make a list of these prepositions. Use five of them, each i 
an original written sentence. 

Learn the verbs rise and sink. 



rise, rises 


rose rising 


risen 


sink, sinks 


sank sinking 

LESSON LXX. 
Prepositions, continued. 


sunk 



1. A little bird came to my window one day. 

2. He tapped, tapped, tapped on the glass with his bill. 

3. I opened the window and put some crumbs on the 
window-sill. 

4. The little bird flew upon the branch of an apple tree. 
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5. By and by he came to the window-sill and picked up 
some of the crumbs. 

6. Then away he went, across the fields and over the hills, 
to tell his family that he had been out to dinner. 

Where did the little bird come ? Where did he tap t How 
did he tap ? Where did I put the crumbs ? Where did he fly ? 
What kind of a branch was it? He picked up some what? 
Where, then, did he got Where did he tell his family that 
he liad been t 

What is the preposition in the first sentence ? What noun 
follows it ? The preposition shows the relation of this noun to 
some other word. (The word in italics in the first of the 
questions above suggests what that word is.) Between what 
two words, then, does the preposition show relation ? What is 
the first preposition in the second sentence ? What noun 
follows it ? Between what two words does it show relation ? 
(Look in the questions above for a hint of what one of the 
words is.) What is the second preposition in the second sen- 
tence ? What noun follows it ? Between what two words does 
it show relation ? 

Tell about the other prepositions in the same way, first 
mentioning the preposition, then finding the noun that follows 
it, and then deciding what the other word is to which it shows 
relation. 
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LESSON LXXI. 
Connection Words, or Conjunctions. 

1. Some plants have earth-roots and air-roots. 

2. The English ivy and our 
poison ivy use their air-roots in 
clinging to stone walls. 

3. The English ivy is culti- 
vated in our cities, but the poison 
ivy grows wild in the country. 

4. The poison ivy is most 
harmful at night, or when the sun 
does not shine on it. 

5. It looks like the harmless 
woodbine, but has three leaflets 
while the woodbine has five. 

What two kinds of roots have some plants ? In the first 
sentence what word connects the names 
of the two kinds of roots ? Write this 
word on the board. 

What two plants use their air-roots 
for clinging to stone walls ? Write on 
the board the word that in the second 
sentence connects the names of these 
plants. There are two statements in the 
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third sentence. What word connects them? Write this con- 
nection word on the board. 

What connection word do you find in the fourth sentence ? 
What two connection words do you find in the fifth sentence ? 
Write these connection words on the board. 

Some words are used merely to connect words or ideas. Such 
words are named conjunctions. 

In the above sentences which conjunctions connect words? 
Which connect idea^ ? 

A conjunction is a word tcsed to connect words or ideas. 

Learn the verbs speak and bite. 

speak, speaks spoke speaking spoken 

bite, bites bit biting bitten 



LESSON LXXII. 



The Conjunction, continued. 



Combine the following groups of sentences by using the 
conjunctions following them, thus : 

This apple is large. This apple is sweet. and 

This apple is large and sweet. 

a. Some roses are beautiful. Some roses are fragrant, and 

b. Some roses are beautiful. They are not fragrant. but 
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c. The book is on my table. The book is on my desk, or 

d. I will come. I am not ill. if 

e. The lesson is long. It is interesting. although 
f The day is beautiful. We will walk to the brook, because 

Use each of the above conjunctions in original sentences. 

Find the conjunctions in the following selections, and state 
whether they connect words or ideas : 

" It rains, but on a dripping bough 

A little bird sings clear and sweet — 
I think he knows not why or how. . . ." 

" The bottom step was of polished marble, and so shining 
that you could see your face reflected in it. Each traveler saw 
how unclean he was, or how tired, or how cross looking." 

The air was fragrant with the odor of new-mown grass 
and the breath of wild strawberries. The whir of the scythes 
and the clatter of the mowing machines came from distant 
meadows. 

Timothy was happy because the place had brought him 
freedom and joy. 

Write original sentences, using the conjunctions : 
and because but or if 

Learn the verbs blow and fly. 

blow, blows blew blowing blown 

fly, flies flew %i n g flown 
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LESSON LXXIII. 
Emotion Words, or Interjections. 

1. Oh, how beautiful the flag is, floating against the clear 
blue sky ! 

2. I never see it floating free without wishing to cry, " Hur- 
rah ! hurrah ! " 

3. Alas, that so many brave men have died to keep it free ! 

The words oh, hurrah, and alas, are used to express emotion 
or feeling. Oh expresses surprise and pleasure, hurrah ex- 
presses joy and praise, alas expresses sorrow and regret. 

So we may use ah to express pleasure,^ to express con- 
tempt, and shame to express indignation. These words are 
interjections. 

An interjection is a word used to express strong feeling. 

An exclamation mark (!) usually follows the interjection or 
the sentence in which it occurs. 

Find the interjections in the following selection : 

" Oh, such a commotion under the ground 
When March called, l Ho, there, ho ! ' 
Such spreading of rootlets far and wide, 
Such whisperings to and fro ; 
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" And, * Are you ready ? ' the snowdrop asked, 
1 'Tis time to start, you know.' 
* Almost, my dear,' the scilla replied ; 
1 I'll follow as soon as you go.' 

" Then, ' Ha, ha, ha ! ' a chorus came 
Of laughter soft and low, 
From the millions of flowers under the ground — 
Yes, millions — beginning to grow." 

Write origi?ial sentences containing the interjections : 
ah hurrah oh alas 

Learn the verb fall. 

fall, falls fell falling fallen 



» «♦» • 



Selection for Memory or Copying* 

The red rose says, " Be sweet," 

And the lily bids, " Be pure," 
The hardy, brave chrysanthemum, 

" Be patient and endure." 
The violet whispers, " Give, 

Nor grudge nor count the cost." 

The woodbine, " Keep on blossoming 

In spite of chill and frost." 

—Susan Coolidob. 
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LESSON LXX1V. 



A Poem, with Written Exercises Upon It. 



— " v. > 



Daybreak. 

A wind came up out of the sea, 

And said, " mists, make room for me." 

It hailed the ships, and cried, " Sail on, 
Ye mariners, the night is gone." 

And hurried landward far away, 
Crying, "Awake ! it is the day." 

It said unto the forest, " Shout ! 
Hang all your leafy banners out ! " 

It touched the wood-bird's folded wing, 
And said, " O bird, awake and sing." 

And o'er the farms, " O Chanticleer, 
Your clarion blow ; the day is near." 

It whispered to the fields of corn, 
"Bow down, and hail the coming morn." 

It shouted through the belfry tower, 
" Awake, O bell ! proclaim the hour." 

It crossed the churchyard with a sigh, 
And said, " Not yet ! in quiet lie." 

— Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 



A POEM, WITH WRITTEN EXERCISES UPON IT. 



[Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, an American poet, "born in 
Portland, Maine, February 27, 1807; died in Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, March 24, 1882.] 

Note : The written work upon this poem should be a series of word- 
pictures based upon the several stanzaa. 

The teacher should by question and suggestion expand the lines of 
the poet, through the answers of the class, into complete pictures. For 
instance, picture the great ocean as a great surface of billowy waters, away 
beyond the sight of land ; night closes in upon it, and the mists arise 
and cover it, shutting out even the sight of the stars ; then comes the 
morning wind, and says, " mists, make room for me." The mists are 
driven away, and the sun shines down upon the sea, making its whole sur- 
face sparkle like countless diamonds. 

In the same way an expanded picture may he made of each of the 
other stanzas. 

After one of these stanzas has been so expanded, let the class write, as 
best they can, the picture. Kindly eucourage every attempt, call atten- 
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tion to what is best in each paper, correct errors by the use of the black- 
board, — and excellence will come. Of course these word-pictures should 
not all be given on successive days. Two are enough to be given within 
any one week. 



LESSON LXXV. 
The Possessive Form of Personal Pronouns. 

(Review Lessons XXXVII. and XXXVIII.) 

1. My father gave me this little pony. 

2. I may drive him because he is mine. 

3. My father said, " Be very kind to your pony. He is 
yours now to care for." 

4. His mane and tail are long and bushy. 

5. We will take our lunch and drive to the woods. 

6. I am sure that the squirrels will chatter their welcome 
to us. 

What word in " I may drive him," represents the speaker ? 
Whose father gave me this little pony ? What word represents 
the possessor ? Is it a noun or a pronoun ? Is it of the first or 
second person ? Why ? What two pronouns represent the pos- 
sessor in the third sentence? What pronoun represents the 
possessor in the fourth sentence ? Of what person is it ? What 
pronoun represents the possessor in * the fifth sentence ? Of 
what person is it ? What pronoun represents the possessor in 
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the sixth sentence ? What noun does it represent ? Of what 
person is it ? 

The possessive forms of the personal pronouns are these : 

First Personal Second Personal Third Personal 

Pronoun. Pronoun. Pronoun. 

Svnguhvr. my, mine your, yours his, her, hers, its 

Plural. our, ours your, yours their, theirs 

What are the possessive forms of I, we, you, he, she, it, they ? 

Learn the verbs grow and hide. 

grow, grows grew growing grown 

hide, hides hid hiding hidden 

Write five sentences, each containing a different personal 
pronoun in its possessive form. 

LESSON LXXVI. 
The Possessive Form of Personal Pronouns, continued. 

Substitute for the blanks the possessive forms of the Der- 
sonal pronouns: 

First Personal Pronouns, Singular. 

a. This is book, and I think that the pencil is 

also. 

b. This book is a gift from mother. 
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c. Since you have no pony, I will let you drive . 

First Personal Pronouns, Plural. 

d. This is lesson for to-day. 

e. friends have sent us some fruit. 

f. We will give to the children who have no fruit, some 
of . 

Second Personal Pronouns, Singular and Plural. 

g. How pretty flowers are ! 

h. Are not these flowers , too ? 

i. drawings are very carefully done, children. 

Third Personal Pronouns, Singular. 

j. The boy brought mother a bunch of violets. 

Jo. The gift brought a smile of pleasure to face. 

I. fragrance filled the room. 

Third Personal Pronouns, Plural. 

m. Flowers please us by form, color, and 

fragrance. 

n. Beauty and fragrance are . 

o. beauty smiles upon us from the meadows and hill- 
sides ; the gentle breezes bring us fragrance. 

Put in original sentences my, mine; our, ours ; your, yours ; 
his, her, hers; its ; their, theirs. 
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LESSON LXXVII. 
The Objective Form of the Personal Pronouns. 

1. My mother read to me " The Pied Piper of Hamelin." 
It pleased me very much. 

2. Shall I bring to you the book that contains it? It 
would delight you, I know. 

3. How sorry the mothers of the children must have been, 
when they saw them following the flute-player ! 

In the first sentence, what form of the pronoun that repre- 
sents the speaker do we find after tot after pleased t What 
part of speech is tot pleased t 

The forms of a noun or pronoun that are governed by a 
preposition or a verb are called objective forms. 

The objective forms of the personal pronouns are me, us / 
you / him, her ; it ; them. 

Substitute these objective forms in the following sentences : 

a. The little dog saw , and came bounding to greet , be- 
cause he was very fond of . 

b. To please the gentleman allowed to ride in his carriage. 

c. He told about his little dog ; how he would watch for 

to come home at night, and how he loved the children and would try to 
play with them. "He is the dear pet of my children," he said; "and 
they love to feed and take to walk with -." 
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Write these pronouns on the board, and below each write 
the possessive form and the objective form : 

I we you he she it they 

Put the objective forms in oral sentences. 

Learn the verb break. 

break, breaks broke breaking broken 

A Stanza for Dictation. 

God does not send us strange flowers every year : 
When the spring winds blow o'er the pleasant places, 
The same dear things lift up the same fair faces : 

The violet is here. 

—From "The Violet," by Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney. 





LESSON LXXVIII. 
Forms of the Personal Pronoun after the Verb "Be." 

The verb be in its forms am, be, is, are, was, were, and been 
is a copula — meaning connective — joining the subject to that 
which is said of it in the predicate. It is never followed by the 
objective form, but always by that form which would be a subject. 

1. It is /who have the book. I have the book. 
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2. It was he who did me this kindness. He did me this 
kindness. 

3. Brave men are they who dare always to do the manly- 
thing. They dare always to do the manly thing. 

4. It may have been he who brought the letter. He may 
lia/oe brought the letter. 

5. The thoughtful children were they who met the stranger 
with kindness. They met the stranger with kindness. 

Compare the forms of the personal pronouns that follow 
parts of the verb be in the above sentences, with the personal 
pronouns that are used as subjects in the sentences in italics 
that follow each. 

Complete the following sentences by using personal pronouns : 

a. Who brought the humming-bird's nest ? It was . 

b. Did you find it ? No. Jesse gave it to me, and it was who 

found it. 

c. What birds are called jewels in feather 's 9 The humming-birds, 
Miss Larcom. It is to whom some one has given that pretty name. 

d. DM you leave the door open, Avis ? It may have been . 

e. I like the poetry of Lowell. I think that it is who calls the 

oriole's nest a hammock. 

Write five original sentences, showing the forms of personal 
pronouns that are used after these verbs. The sentences may 
be questions and answers, like those above. 

Lea/rn the verb be. 

am, be was being been 
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LESSON LXXIX. 
A Poem for Study and Memory. 

The Nest. 

When oaken woods with buds are pink, 
And new-come birds eaeh morning sing, 

"When fickle May on Summer's brink 
Pauses, and knows not which to fling, 

Whether fresh bud and bloom again, 

Or hoar-frost silvering hill and plain, 

Then -from the honeysuckle gray 
The oriole with experienced quest 

Twitches the fibrous bark away, 
The cordage of his hammock nest, 

Cheering his labor with a note 

Rich as the orange of his throat. 

High o'er the loud and dusty road 
The soft gray cup in safety swings, 

To brim in August with its load 

Of downy breasts and throbbing wings, 

O'er which the friendly elm tree heaves 

An emerald roof with sculptured eaves. 
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Oh, happy life, to soar and sway 

Above the life by mortals led, 
Singing the merry months away, 

Master, not slave, of daily bread, 
And, when the Autumn comes, to flee 
Wherever sunshine beckons thee ! 

—James Rossell Lowell. 



[James Russell Lowell, an American poet, essayist, and 
statesman, born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, February 22, 
1819 ; died there August 12, 1891.] 

Note : This exquisite poem, by the American poet who sings best of 
all of the spring and its flowers and birds, may well be used even with 
very young children to lead them to appreciate what poetry is. 

Each line may be dwelt upon : The pink of the bndding oaks, the 
birds that come in rapid succession, the picture of May, standing with the 
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beauty of bud and bloom in her right hand and the silver of frost in her 
left, hesitating with which to deck the land ; the oriole twitching the 
fibrous bark for his nest, which hangs like a hammock, or like a gray cup, 
over the loud and dusty road — all these are pictures that a child will see, 
and, seeing, love and hold in memory. 

Then the art of the poet in his choice of words — silvering frost, 
twitches, cordage, hammock-fiest, rich note, loud and dusty road, soft gray 
cup, emerald roof with sculptured eaves — will impress the child with the 
beauty and expressiveness of words. He will never again see the oriole's 
nest in the swaying branch of an elm tree without all of this imagery 
coming to his mind. And when any child has gained so much, he has 
entered the delightful road of literature. 

The work of the teacher is in preparing the mind of the child for this 
appreciation — in leading him to see. But do not expect him to express it 
all — now. 

LESSON LXXX. 
" Who," " Whose," and " Whom." 

When we do not know the name of a person, and wish to 
ask it, we use pronouns, thus : 

1. Who wrote " Little Boy Blue " ? 

2. Whose book is this — " Love Songs of Childhood " ? 

3. To whom did I loan u Captain January " ? 

I. 

What kind of a sentence is each of these ? Write the name 
of the kind of sentence on the board. 
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What word stands in place of the name of the unknown 
person in each sentence ? What part of speech is a word that 
represents a name ? Write the name of that part of speech on 
the board. 

A pronoun that is particularly used in asking a question is 
an interrogative pronoun. 

What is the interrogative pronoun in the first sentence ? in 
the second sentence ? in the third sentence ? Write these pro- 
nouns on the board in the order in which they are found in the 
sentences. 

What is the subject of the first sentence ? Supply tliatform 
in the following sentences: 

a. was the first President of the United States ? 

b. is the author of " The Barefoot Boy " ? 

c. is your teacher ? 

n. 

What is the interrogative pronoun in the second sentence — 
" Whose book is this t " 

Supply this possessive form in the following sentences: 

a. birthday is observed on February 22 ? 

b. In care are you when at school ? 

c. love provides you with clothes and food ? 
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III. 

In the third sentence — " To whom did I loan l Captain Janu- 
ary ' ? " — the interrogative pronoun follows what word ? What 
part of speech is to ? What form of a pronoun follows a prepo- 
sition ? What form of the interrogative pronoun is whom ? 

Notice these sentences : 

a. Whom shall I call ? I shall call whom ? 

b. Whom do you wish to see ? You wish to see whom ? 

c. Whom did you invite to visit us ? You invited whom 

to visit us t 

What is the subject of shall call in the first sentence ? (Ob- 
serve that, following each sentence, it is repeated w T ith merely a 
change in the order of the words. The subject of the sentences 
can be found easily from the sentences in italics.) What word 
is the subject of do wish (or wisK) ? What word is the subject 
of did invite (or invited) ? 

Is whom a subject in any of these sentences ? Is it a pos- 
sessive form ? Is it an objective form ? 

IV. 

Use wTio as the subject of an interrogative sentence, whose 
as the possessive form, and whom as the objective form. 

Supply who, whose, or whom, in the following sentences : * 

* After completing the sentences orally, write them. 
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a. Of are you speaking ? 

b. Of horse are you speaking ? 

a To will you carry these flowers ? 

d. is ill? 

e. is absent to-day ? 

f. shall I ask to help me after school ? 

g. has found the lesson hard ? 

Lea/rn the verbs freeze and begin. 

freeze, freezes froze freezing frozen 

begin, begins began beginning begun 



LESSON LXXXI. 
"This" and "That"; "These" and "Those." 

1. Here are some birds' nests and eggs. This is the nest of 
a song sparrow. See how he has used these woolly catkins to 
line it. This nest came from a willow shrub. 

2. That is the nest of a song sparrow, too. That was 
found in a sweetbrier bush. Those four little pink-tinted eggs 
were found in it. Perhaps some hungry cat caught the poor 
mother-bird. 

When we wish to call attention to something that is near 
us, we use this and these. 
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When we wish to call attention to something that is not 
close by us, we use that and those. 

If it is one object do we use this or these ? that or those ? If 
we call attention to a number of objects that are not close to us, 
what word do we use ? 

Supply this, these, that, or those, in the following sentences, 
and state whether something near us or not near us, is pointed 
out : 

a. is a song sparrow. Notice dark spot on his 

breast, and brown streaks that surround it. 

b. happy little song beginning with three high notes, 

that you may hear very early in the spring, is his song. 

c. people who are fond of birds are always glad to 

hear song. 

When the above sentences have been completed orally, they may be 
written. 

Use this, that, these, and those in talking of flowers, houses, books, 
pets, pictures, colors, lines, surfaces, and articles on the teacher's desk. 

Lecwn the verbs spring and take. 



• • 



spring, springs sprang springing sprung 
take, takes took taking taken 
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LESSON LXXXII. 
A Poem for Memory, and a Lesson Thereon. 

Good-bye, Sweet Day ! 

Good-bye, sweet day, good-bye ! 
I have so loved thee, but I cannot hold thee. 
Departing like a dream, the shadows fold thee ; 
Slowly thy perfect beauty fades away : 
Good-bye, sweet day ! 

Good-bye, sweet day, good-bye ! 
Dear were thy golden hours of tranquil splendor ; 
Sadly thou yieldest to the evening tender 
Who wert so fair from thy first morning ray : 
Good-bye, sweet day ! 

Good-bye, sweet day, good-bye ! 

Thy glow and charm, thy smiles and tones and glances. 
Vanish at last, and solemn night advances ; 
Ah, couldst thou yet a little longer stay ! 
Good-bye, sweet day ! 

Good-bye, sweet day, good-bye ! 

All thy rich gifts my grateful heart remembers, 

The while I watch thy sunset's smouldering embers 

Die in the west beneath the twilight gray : 

Good-bye, sweet day ! 

— Celia Thaxter. 
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[Celia Thaxter, an American poet, born in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, in 1835 ; died on Appledore Island, August 26, 1894.] 

We are saying good-bye to the day as if it were some dear visitor that 
had brought us great happiness. At last it goes away into the shadows. 
Then we think of all its beauties, all the happiness that it brought us. 
The gray night comes on. The last light of the day is like that of an 
ember — a coal that glows without flame. 

Think of a beautiful day in the spring-time. What would the weather 
be ? What does nature do then to make the world beautiful ? Think of 
the beautiful carpet of the earth, the flowers, the birds and their songs, 
the soft, balmy air. How would you like to spend such a day ? 

Think of a beautiful day in summer. Imagine the hay-fields, the 
brown barns with their open doors — or picture the beach and its pleasures. 
How could you spend such a day pleasantly ? 

Think of a beautiful day in autumn. . What have largely taken the 
place of the flowers ? 

Think of a beautiful day in winter. Remember the beauty of the 
snow and ice, the clear blue sky, the cool air, the beauty of the sunsets ; 
or recall the beauty of a snow-storm when the flakes fall like wool. 

What are the gifts that each day brings us ? Does each season have its 
own pleasures ? What gifts does nature bring to us ? What daily gifts do 
our fathers and mothers make us ? Do not think of the uncommon gifts. 
Think of the food, the clothes, and the loving care. Think of how our 
parents work to make us happy. How can we make the day pleasant for 
others ? When the day is done, whom ought we to thank for the happiness 
that it has brought us ? What is the secret of making each day a happy day ? 

Note : This conversation with the children will give material for many 
written sentences or paragraphs — the answers to the questions being, so 
far as the teacher may deem wise, in writing. 
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LESSON LXXXIII. 
The Lion and the Lark. 

. In a pretty meadow where the most beautiful flowers grew, 
where the bees and the butterflies hummed happily from blos- 
som to blossom, and the birds sang sweetly to their nested 
darlings and to the wide world, a Lark had built her nest in a 
thick tuft of grass. She made the outside of dry, wiry grass, 
but she chose the finest and softest blades for its lining. She 
covered the nest carefully, and built a little hidden way to it 
so that no one might find the five white eggs therein that were 
her treasures. 

One day when the five white eggs had changed to five very 
little larks, a proud old Lion, who had a home in the neighbor- 
ing wood, came forth to walk in the meadow that belonged to 
the flowers and the bees and the butterflies and the birds. He 
walked very haughtily, and shook his great mane and waved 
his slender tail, as if to say, " Behold, the King of the Beasts is 
taking his morning walk ! " As he walked on, the Lark saw 
that her nest lay in his path, and that he was about to tread 
upon it. " O mighty Lion," said the Lark in her sweetest tones, 
" you are very large and strong. Have pity on a weak bird and 
her helpless nestlings, and spare my precious nest." But the 

Lion replied haughtily, " Your nest is in my way. Why should 
11 
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I step aside for you ? " And lie trod with his great paw upon 
the nest, and crushed it with the little birds within it. 

Then the poor Lark, crying piteously, flew up and up to- 
wards heaven. "Dear God/' she cried, " who made the meadow 
and the sunshine, and taught me to love and protect my little 
ones, behold how feeble is my strength against the Lion's. See 
how he has abused the power and strength that you have given 
him. I cry to you to punish him." 

The cries of the pooj Lark were carried far and wide by the 
pitying winds, and the birds and the insects gathered to com- 
fort her. Among them all came the Falcon and a swarm of 
gnats. The Falcon said to the poor Lark, " You cry for punish- 
ment upon the Lion who has misused his strength. He shall be 
punished. He shall learn that the power of the humblest 
creatures is greater than his own." Then he said to the gnats, 
" Seek the Lion in his lair, and torment him. Bite him about 
the eyes until you blind him. Then I will swoop down and 
tear his flesh with my talons." The gnats gladly obeyed the 
Falcon, and the Lion was so tormented by the gnats and so torn 
by the Falcon that he died. 

It is a beautiful thing to be strong, but we must use our 
strength to help those who are weaker than ourselves, and not 
to ill-treat them. 

Note : Use this story for a conversation lesson on kindness and help- 
fulness, for a review of grammatical elements and principles, and for 
reproduction. 
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LESSON LXXXIV. 
A Lesson from a Picture. 



The Capitol, and the Flag. 

In the city of Washington — a city named for the first Presi- 
dent of the United States — there is one of the most beautiful 
buildings in the world, the most beautiful to every American 
boy and girl. It is the Capitol. Above the magnificent, 
rounded dome there stands the figure of the Goddess of Lib- 
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erty, as if keeping watch and ward to see that no harm comes 
to the Republic. Within this great building men from all 
parts of the country assemble to consider how the interests of 
the Republic may be preserved, and she become even more hon- 
orable and prosperous than she is now. 

Above this building, too, so magnificent and so proud, floats 
the same beautiful flag that waves above almost every school- 
house in the land — the glorious stars and stripes, the most beau- 
tiful flag in the world to every American girl and boy. When- 
ever you see this flag you must remember that it stands for the 
whole country, for its strength, its battles and struggles, its 
protection, its prosperity, its honor. 

" Sea fights and land fights, grim and great, 
Fought to make and save the state ; 
Weary marches and sinking ships ; 
Cheers of victory on dying lips ; 

" Days of plenty and days of peace ; 
March of a strong land's swift increase ; 
Equal justice, right, and law, 
Stately honor and reverent awe." 

The flag means freedom and protection. It means that you 
are under the protection of a great and mighty nation, and it 
also means that the honor and prosperity of the nation depend 
upon you. It represents yow country. It is your flag. Its 
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blue is like the blue of heaven, and the stars that are set therein 
lead onward and upward. Its white is the color of honor and 
uprightness, and its red is the color of sympathy and protec- 
tion. 

So, reverence the flag; protect its honor; and wJien you 
pledge allegiance to it, pledge aim to its greater glory a life of 
honor and helpfulness. 

I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag and the Republic for 
which it stands : one nation, indivisible, and with llbehty 
and Just 



166 FIRST STEPS IN ENGLISH. 



Written Exercise. 

Write in complete sentences the answers to the following 
questions, and then combine those of each set into a paragraph. 
[It is well to have the flag so placed that the children may see 
it, at least while answering the second set of questions.] 

I. 

The Capitol. 

1. What beautiful building is there in the city of Wash- 
ington ? 

2. What figure stands above the dome ? 

3. What does the figure seem to do ? 

4. What is done in this beautiful building ? 

5. Why is it the most beautiful building in the world to 
every American ? 

II. 

The Flag. 

1. What are the colors of the flag ? 

2. How many stripes has the flag ? 

3. What do they represent ? 

4. How many stars has the flag ? 

5. What does each star represent ? 

6. When is a new star added to the flag ? 



A SELECTION FOR REMEMBRANCE. 

III. 
What tlie Flag Represents. 

1. Where do you most often see the flag? 

2. Why does it wave there ? 

3. What should make you love the flag? 

4. How can yon honor the flag ? 

5. Write the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

LESSON LXXXV. 

A Selection for Remembrance. 

Stanzas from " At Sotiool-Close." 



The end has come, as come it must 

To all things; in these sweet June days 

The teacher and the scholar trust 
Their parting feet to separate ways. 
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Her little realm the teacher leaves, 
She breaks her wand of power apart, 

While, for your love and trust, Bhe gives 
The warm thanks of a grateful heart 

Across the distance of the years 

She sends her God-speed back to you ; 

She has no thought of doubts or fears, 
Be but yourselves — be pure, be trua 

And prompt in duty; heed the deep, 

Low voice of conscience ; through the ill 

And discord round about you, keep 
Your faith in human nature still. 

—John Greenleaf Whittieh. 

[John Greenleaf Whittier, an American poet, born in Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, December 17, 1807 ; died in Hampton Falls. 
New Hampshire, September 7, 1892.] 
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